June 12 - 


18, 2008 


ee A 


3 9082 10993 9705 





k 1 


BAN sch for dally news 
- Updates o1 1 Our website 


WW ‘Jeumelsranreg 20m 





EMAIL - 
romulus@journalgroup cor 






DEMCO 128-5046 





News 
In brief 


Man arrested for 
assault, home invasion 

A 27-year-old Inkster 
man could be charged with 
assault and home invasion 
after he allegedly beat his 
girlfriend in Inkster, then 
broke into a home in 
Romulus. 

The victim, who is 21, told 
police that she was in a vehi- 
cle Monday with her 
boyfriend in the area of 
Avondale Street and 
Middlebelt, when the 
assault occurred, said 
Inkster Det. Jeffrey 
Falkenstien. 

“A verbal argument 
broke out while they were in 
the car, which escalated 
(into a physical fight),” he 
said. “She had several 
wounds.” 

Falkenstien said the vic- 
tim had several lacerations 
on her face, bruises, and a 
swollen lip. 

The pair drove into 
Romulus, where the victim 
called her mother, police 
said. The boyfriend at some 
point broke down the door 
at the mother’s home, and 
was arrested by Romulus 
police. 

The boyfriend is in cus- 
tody. Romulus Det. Lt John 
Leacher said detectives are 
seeking charges from the 
Wayne County Prosecutor’s 
Office. 

It is the policy of The 
Romulus Roman not to 
print the name of an individ- 
ual who has not been offi- 
cially charged with a crime. 


(ut-county report 
imminent 

Area residents will be 
able to hear directly from 
Wayne County Sheriff 
Warren C. Evans about the 
activities of his office at his 
Report to the Community 
presentation on Monday, 
June 16. 

The event is open to all 
out-county residents, and 
will be take place from 6-8 
p.m. at the Taylor Campus of 
the Wayne County 
Community College District, 
located at 21000 Northline 
between Telegraph and I-75. 

“Most people tend to be 
very surprised when they 
see just how much we do for 
them,” Evans said. “The 
Sheriff’s Office provides a 
wide range of innovative 
programs and services that 
support the work being 
done by local police depart- 
ments, all of which help to 
make Wayne County safer.” 

Among the topics Evans 
will discuss are child protec- 
tion services, such as 
Internet predator investiga- 
tions; recovering missing 
and exploited children; sen- 
ior safety; fugitive appre- 
hension; auto theft; deed 
fraud; narcotics enforce- 
ment and community out- 
reach. 

Evans said that after his 
presentation, officers from 
every major unit will be on 
hand to answer questions or 
take complaints from resi- 
dents. 


— News briefs are com- 
piled by Staff Writer Molly 


Tippen. 
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11 paraprofessionals to he laid off 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Limits imposed on federal grant funds that 
paid the cost of advanced reading classes caused 
the layoff of 11 kindergarten paraprofessionals 
Monday. 

Romulus Community School Board members 
voted to lay the paraprofessionals off after much 
debate and the level of uncertainty surrounding 
the Reading First grant, which pays the salaries 
of the paraprofessionals, said Superintendent of 
Schools Carl Weiss. 

“According to our union contracts, we have to 
give notice to our employees when there are lay- 
offs,” he said. “It’s a precautionary measure. If 
the funding stabilizes, we may be able to call 
some of them back. 

“Tt’s an unfortunate thing to have to do, and 
nobody likes it,” he said. 

This summer, paraprofessionals were the only 
employees that faced the unemployment line. 

Reading First is a federal grant supplied by 
the U.S. Department of Education that provides 
districts with the ability to focus and tailor read- 
ing programs to the needs of children. 

The district currently receives $1 million in 
funding that pays for programming and salaries, 








It's a precautionary measure. If the 
funding stabilizes, we may be able 
to call some of them back. 

| 
Carl Weiss 





which will be missed if Romulus Schools does 
not get any more funding. 

“It’s been a great program for us,” he said. 

At the federal level, Reading First was cut by 
61 percent. 

But its difficult to know whether Michigan 
Schools that receive the grant will be cut by 61 
percent in terms of the allocated funds, or 
whether some schools will cease to receive fund- 
ing, Weiss said. 

“Right now we just don’t know how they’re 
going to split the baby,” he said. 

Also affecting the status of the paraprofession- 
als is a downturn in the number of enrolled 
kindergartners at the five Romulus elementary 
schools. 





Right now, about 169 students are enrolled, 
Weiss said. 

“That’s actually down from last year, but its 
about the same place we were this time last 
year,” he said. “But at the end, we’d like to see 
that number increased to 280 or 290 students.” 

The cuts at the school are among a slew of lost 
jobs in the city recently. 

A combined 700 jobs were lost when it was 
announced that Lear Corp. and Plastech would 
be closing industrial facilities located in the city. 
Typically, the schools have been able to call back 
laid off employees because of retirements and 
attrition. 

Paraprofessionals were laid off in order of 
lowest to highest seniority, and if they are called 
back incrementally, the highest seniority employ- 
ees will be called back first. 

In two weeks, schools officials should know 
the status of the reading grant funds, said Weiss. 

If the Reading First funding is in part or com- 
pletely granted, and if there’s a healthy influx of 
kindergartners enrolled in the schools during the 
summer, the paraprofessionals could be back on 
the job by the start of next school year, Weiss said. 

“Unfortunately, that’s the environment we live 
in today,’ he said. 





Volunteerism tales al difference 


The annual volunteer luncheon at Cory Elementary School recently included a ceremony recognizing the 
efforts of three individuals that went well above and beyond in terms of volunteer hours and commitment. 
Keenan Brown, center, Cynthia Price, right, and George Stubbs, left, each received Bronze level pins and 
certificates for 100 to 249 hours of service. Each of these Presidential Volunteer Service Award winners 
were recognized with a letter from President George Bush thanking them for their continued commitment 


to volunteerism in our region. 


Waiter, sewer rates to increase 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Fee increases instituted by the 
Detroit Water Board will be felt by 
local residents following a vote of 
the Romulus City Council mem- 
bers Monday. 

Council members approved a 
new water and sewer fee schedule 
at their regular meeting Monday — 
though some weren't happy about 
the prospect of escalating costs 
imposed by Detroit, which this year 


topped 7 percent. 
“The costs were all related to 
increases in Detroit,” said 


Councilman William Crova. “Their 
costs have increased to maintain 
the system — they’re the vendor for 
this service. There’s little else we 
can do but pass the costs along to 
consumers.” 








Their costs have increased 
to maintain the system — 
they're the vendor for this 
service. There's little else 
we can do but pass the 
costs along to consumers. 


William Crova 





This year, water and sewer rates 
will increase by a combined 7.19 
percent, to cover the cost hike insti- 
tuted by Detroit. 

Romulus — along with 125 other 
communities in Wayne, Oakland, 
Macomb and Livingston counties — 
purchases water from the City of 





Detroit. Rates are increased peri- 
odically by the seven-member 
Detroit Water and Sewer Board, 
which has representatives from the 
counties and the city. 

Crova said no one in Romulus 
government is happy about the 
increases, given that prices of gas, 
groceries and other mainstays are 
increasing almost daily — along 
with the level of unemployment in 
the city. 

“Of course we understand that 
residents aren’t happy about the 
increases,” he said. “But look at the 
price of gas — every time I go to fill 
up, I’m unnerved.” 

Specifically, rates for 1,000 cubic 
feet of water will increase from 
$19.44 to $20.81. Non-residential 
sewer rates will go up from $20.97 


See Water, page 3 


For home delivery of The Romulus Roman call 734-467-1900. 
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Airport 
discussion 
productive 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A meeting last week between 
Wayne County Airport Authority 
officials and local mayors who 
oppose a proposed master plan 
expansion was described as fruit- 
ful by some in attendance. 

Romulus Mayor Alan Lambert — 
the most vocal of the opponents 
who have forced the airport to 
hold off on voting on the plan — 
said he believes the possibility for 
constructive dialogue has 
improved. 

“T feel that they listened to us, 
and it was a very productive meet- 
ing,” said Lambert. “I think the dis- 
cussion we had was something we 
could build on.” 

Inkster Mayor Hilliard 
Hampton, who also attended the 
meeting, said he believed the dis- 
cussion was informative. 

“They understand our concerns 
and the reasons why local mayors, 
including myself, oppose the plan,” 
he said. “I think it went well.” 

Earlier this year, Wayne County 
Airport Authority officials 
announced they would vote on a 
master plan that would take shape 
in Romulus only if air traffic 
increased. 

The expansion — which would 
include a fifth parallel runway 
along Eureka Road would cost the 
city $114 million in assessed value, 
when commercial and residential 
buildings are demolished to make 
room for the runway. 

Estimates indicate the plan 
would effectively reduce the size 
of the City of Romulus by about 7 
percent, and potentially by 3,500 
residents. Also threatened with 
demolition would be the 350-unit 
Sky Harbor Apartments, 30 indus- 
trial buildings, 18 commercial 
buildings, at least one subdivision, 
and Merriman Elementary School. 

In all, about 800 residences 
would be demolished, and the city 


See Airport, page 3 
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Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


It’s time for history to honor the 
historians. 

Long-time residents and region- 
al historians Park and Edna Mae 
Gregory will be honored in the next 
exhibit at the Belleville Area 
Museum. 

The summer exhibit will begin 
June 19 when the Friends of the 
Fred C. Fischer Library and the 
museum host an event from 5-7 
p.m. at the museum to honor the 
couple and their accomplishments. 

Park Gregory, who died in 2007, 
along with his wife, Edna Mae 
Gregory, were both dedicated 
teachers and active in the commu- 
nity, according to Diane Wilson, 
director of the museum. 

‘Park taught science and chem- 
istry at Belleville High School then 
later physics at Taylor schools and 
the Wayne County Community 
College District,’ she said. “Edna 
Mae also taught in Taylor in the 
fine arts. 

“They were also very involved at 
Victory Park, too,” she added. 





Park eS science and 
chemistry at Belleville High 
School then later physics 
at Taylor schools and the 
Wayne County Community 
College District, Edna 
Mae also taught in Taylor in 
the fine arts. 


Diane Wilson 





According to Elaine Gutierrez, a 
member of the Friends of the Fred 
C. Fischer Library, the Belleville 
couple was most noted for their col- 
laboration in the book “See Again: 
A Pictorial History of Belleville.” 
Proceeds of that were gifted to 
restore Victory Comfort Station. At 
Victory Park, they also commis- 
sioned the creation of the statue of 
French explorer LaSalle to help 
design and build the gazebo. 

A special dedication will take 
place at 2 p.m. on June 29 at the 


PUBLISHED BY THE JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 


Victory Station, prior to the Music 
in the Park concert as an apprecia- 
tion from the city to the Gregorys 
for their contribution at Victory 
Park, as well. 

“This exhibit will be in conjunc- 
tion with that plaque dedication, 
too,” said Wilson. 

The exhibit, which will be open 
from noon to 4 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays, will also feature a 
turn of the century portrait camera, 
a radio license to show how Park 
was an amateur radio operator, 
traveling mementos, paintings, 
needlework, crafts, jewelry and 
even a mink coat, Wilson said. 

“Their daughter, Gloria Gregory- 
Gardner, brought in items to repre- 
sent all activities of their lives, 
which all happen to be between the 
1950s and 1960s,” Wilson said. “So 
we're really trying to tell that story 
with this exhibit.” 

The ladies’ accessories exhibit 
will also be on display, which 
includes items like hats, gloves, 
purses and dresses from the 1900- 
1960s era. For more information 
about either exhibit, contact the 
museum at (734) 697-1944. 
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Gloria Gregory Gardner, Seige: of Park and Edna Mae ey: and 
Diane Wilson, director of the Belleville Area Museum, get ready for the 
new summer exhibit at the museum, which honors the Belleville histori- 
ans and educators. 


Strawberry Festival offers weekend of entertainment 


Ashley Dobos 
Staff Writer 


This weekend, the Belleville 
Strawberry Festival will offer both 
new and returning entertainment 
to delight visitors to the national 
event. 

Toe-tapping performances by 
artists such as the Arizona Suns will 
have people dancing, organizers 
said. A returning favorite — an Elvis 
tribute artist — will perform Friday 
night as well. There will even be 
guest appearances by Karen 
Newman and Devon Scillian. 

“We're happy to have them at the 
festival this year,” said Carla 
Gibson, the entertainment organiz- 
er for the festival. 

Many more activities and enter- 
tainment are scheduled for 







June 9 - 27, 2008 


IN ADDITION TO A QUALITY EDUCATION 


FOR YOUR CHILD, WE OFFER: 


School latch key program 
Boys and Girls Club available until 8:30 p.m. for $35/year . 
Includes transportation from home school to Boys & Girls Club schools 


Saturday as well. Radio station 99.5 
WYCD will broadcast live on 
Saturday until 5 p.m. Members 
from the station will emcee the 
parade as well as host the Colgate 
Country Showdown. 

The Showdown is an annual 
national competition that begins 
with local ‘Showdowns’ and the 
winners compete regionally. 
Entertainers who make it past the 
regional competitions then com- 
pete nationally. 

Also on Saturday there will be 
more performances by bands 
including the Hummingbirds, 
Stampede, and Blackberry Creek — 
a line-dancing group. 

“T like to keep the old favorites, 
but add new people in too so [the 
entertainment] is new and fresh 
every year, said Gibson. 
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Local entertainers will be performing throughout the 
downtown area. There will be a stage located at Main 
‘and Fourth streets, a stage at Main and Third streets, and 
a stage on Main Street at Frosty Boy. With three stages 
there will be a variety of music and entertainment... 
Carla Gibson 





Sunday is the day for one of the 
most looked forward to competi- 
tions at the Strawberry Fest - 
Strawberry Idol. There will be 
three age divisions in the contest 
this year, and in between divisions 
will be performances from past Idol 
winners. The contest will take 
place on the main stage and the 


winner will receive a studio record- 
ing session provided by Talent Live 
Studios, Canton. 

“TI try to evaluate what people 
like at the fest,” said Gibson. “What 
people ask for, I take into consider- 
ation.” 

It takes a lot of planning and 


‘ organizing by Gibson to get all the 


Romulus Community School Disirct 


will be accepting 


Kindergarten through Eighth Grade: 
10 openings per grade 


Enrollment forms may be obtained now at: 


Barth Elementary 
Cory Elementary 


Halecreek Elementary 


Merriman Elementary 
Romulus Elementary 
Wick Elementary 


Romulus Middle School 
Romulus Board Office 


38207 Barth Road 


35200 Smith Road 
16200 Harrison Road 
15303 Merriman Road 
32200 Beverly Road 


36900 Wick Road 
37300 Wick Road 
36540 Grant Road 


Eligibility: 





734-532-1253 
734-532-1303 
734-532-1353 
734-532-1403 
734-532-1453 
734-532-1503 
734-532-1703 
734-532-1600 


Students must reside in Wayne County 
The District will not accept any student who has been suspended or expelled from school within the last two years. 


Enrollment process: 
Enrollment forms may be obtained now at any of the buildings listed above. 


Child's birth certificate 


Beginning June 9, 2008 through June 27, 2008: 


Parent/legal guardian must be present at time of enrollment with the following: 


Child's immunization records 


Proof of custody 


(if parent name is not listed on child's birth certificate) 


performers to come to the 
Strawberry Festival. 

“It’s a process. Over the years 
I’ve gotten to know a lot of local per- 
formers,” said Gibson, who starts to 
plan for next year as soon as the fes- 
tival ends. 

Local entertainers will be per- 
forming throughout the downtown 
area. There will be a stage located 
at Main and Fourth streets, a stage 
at Main and Third streets, and a 
stage on Main Street at Frosty Boy. 
With three stages there will be a 
variety of music and entertainment 
for everyone to see and hear, 
Gibson said. 

The 3lst annual Belleville 
Strawberry Festival will take place 
on June 13, 14, and 15. There will 
be plenty of parking and admission 
is free. 


JUNE 12, 2008 
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Candidate seeks to create fiscal responsibility 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Richard Mulka, a longtime resi- 
dent of Taylor and candidate for 
the State House of Representatives 
seat in District 22, said his candida- 
cy is built on trying to change a dif- 
ficult tide that has swept Michigan. 

“I’m very concerned about 
what’s going on in Lansing,” he 
said. “There are problems that are 
specific to Romulus and Taylor, but 
in reality, the entire state is hurt- 

Mulka, a married father who 
currently works for Ford Motor Co. 
and owns a landscaping business, 
said his priorities would be finding 
a way to stem job loss, using sound 
fiscal management principles, and 
restoring trust among residents for 
members of government. 


“T’m really lucky to be at Ford 
right now, but I see first-hand how 
many people are concerned about 
their future,” he said. 

The loss of 390,000 manufactur- 
ing jobs to lower-cost states and 
other countries, as well as non- 
value-added policies instituted by 
the state have made the state eco- 
nomic outlook bleaker, he said. 

Mulka also said it’s a bad idea to 
give up on manufacturing, even 
though a sharper focus is needed to 
try to find new businesses for the 
State. 

“Some of the issues we have 
must be dealt with at the federal 
level, but here in Michigan, we 
need to make sure we do every- 
thing we can to retain new jobs,’ he 
said. “The bottom line is that we 
need to make more here.” 

A projected deficit in Lansing 


for the next budget year is also a 
concern for Mulka, but he said bal- 
ancing the state books on excessive 
staff cuts might not be the answer. 

“The last thing we need to do is 
put more people out of work,” he 
sald. 

If elected, Mulka said he would 
work to make sure district resi- 
dents have a loud voice in Lansing. 

‘“T understand what average peo- 
ple are facing, and I'll work to rep- 
resent them,” he said. 

Other issues Mulka has taken a 
stand on include opposing the pro- 
posed Wayne County Airport 
Master Plan, the importance of fix- 
ing dilapidated roads and aged 
infrastructure, preserving the 
Great Lakes, and opposing the 
move to make Michigan a Right-to- 
Work state. 

Mulka also opposed the opera- 


tion of deep-waste injection wells 
in Romulus. 

A resident of Taylor for 47 years, 
Mulka is a master gardener who 
spends much time on his business, 
Michigan Turf, when he’s not work- 
ing at Ford. He said his business is 
still doing well, but has taken a hit 
because of the difficult times in 
Michigan. 

The candidate graduated from 
Truman High School in 1975, and 
attended classes at Henry Ford 
Community College, where he 
focused on political science. He 
founded Michigan Turf 22 years 
ago. 

Mulka and his wife, Susan, are 
the parents of two daughters and 
two sons. 

Mulka is also and avid environ- 
mentalist, and is a member of sev- 
eral associations to educate Ford 





Richard Mulka 


employees about issues that affect 
the environment. 

Mulka is facing four other candi- 
dates for the seat. The primary 
election will take place Aug. 5. 


Calendar of events 


Chamber hosts GM plant manager 

Guest speakers at the monthly Romulus Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon will be Rick Sutton, the plant manager of the GM 
Romulus Engine Plant and Larry Hice, the executive director of 
sales and marketing support for GM. 

The luncheon will take place at the Metropolitan Hotel in 
Romulus on Merriman Road at noon. 

To reserve tickets, call (734) 893-0694. 


Book Club in full swing 
The Romulus Public Library monthly book club is now under 


way. 

The book club meets from 7 until 8:15 p.m. on the second 
Monday of each month. 

Refreshments will be served. 

Book discussions are free and open to all age 18 and up. 
Participants need not register in advance. 

The library will have copies of the books, or staff members will 
assist readers in getting an inter-library loan copy. 

Remaining books that will be discussed include: A Wrinkle in 
Time by Madeline Engle on July 14 and Pontoon - A Novel of Lake 
Wobegon by Garrison Keillor. 

The Romulus Public Library is located at 11121 Wayne Road. 

For more information, call the library at (734) 942-7589. 


Flea market takes off 

The Romulus Historical Society Annual Flea Market will take 
place from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. June 21 at the Romulus Historical Park, 
located next to the post office. , 

Proceeds from the sales of spaces will benefit activities that take 
place year-round at the Historical Park 

Vendors are still needed to help make the event a success. 

Vendor spaces cost $15. All participants must provide their own 
tables. 

Food and refreshments will be available. 

For more information please contact Gloria Chandler at (734) 
941-2678. 


Golf outing on tap 

The Mayor’s Drug Task Force Golf Outing will take place Friday, 
July 11. 

The Mayor’s Drug Task Force is a non-profit organization com- 
prised of business and civic leaders. Together, they have accepted 
the mission to keep the community drug-free and children safe 
from the harmful effects of substance abuse. 

The outing will take place at the Gateway Golf Club, located at 
33290 Gateway Dr, Romulus. The event will begin with an 8 a.m. 
shotgun start followed by lunch at the turn and dinner. 
Those interested in joining the event, or who need more informa- 

‘tion, are asked to call Kristin Irwin at (734) 955-4123. 


— Events are compiled by Staff Writer Molly Tippen. To suggest an 


Hair raising 
Teens donate locks 
to help ill children 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 





It’s only hair, but to children who don't have its, 
it’s very important. 

Students at Romulus Community High School 
learned that lesson, and more, during the school 
“Hair Raiser” event, in which students and teachers 
parted with their locks and donated them to an 
organization that makes wigs for sick children. 

Science teacher Karen Powell, who organized the 
event, said more than 8-feet of hair was donated to 
South Rockwood-based Children With Hair Loss, a 
group that makes wigs and hairpieces for children 
suffering from cancer, alopecia, or burns. 

“The response was fantastic among our students,” 
she said. ‘““There were some tears (after haircuts), but 
when out students thought of the children who didn’t 
have any hair, they felt good about giving up theirs.” 

Volunteer hair stylists bound up ponytails on both 
girls and boys to shear away long hair, Powell said. 
At the end of the day, more than 10 students partici- 
pated in the event. 

At 4 p.m., the students gathered into a classroom 
for a presentation of the hair to Regina Villemure, 
the founder of the charity. 

Though many organizations collect hair for the 
hairless, Children With Hair Loss provides free wigs, 
and only requires an 8-inch band of hair from 
donors. The group provides hairpieces and full hair 
replacements to any child with any medically relat- 
ed hair loss until they turn 21. 

The organization came to the attention of 
Romulus Community Schools after it aided a stu- 
dent at Community High School during her battle 
with leukemia a few years ago, Powell said. 

Some students had to be convinced to give away 
their hair, said Powell. 

‘We had a presentation about what its like not to 


Student Chelsea Smallwood received a haircut 
from volunteer hair stylist Donna Nash of 
Continental Cuts in Taylor. 





have hair,” she said. “Deciding to cut their hair was a 
process for some of the students.” 

It helped a great deal that Children With Hair 
Loss has more liberal requirements for donors, 
Powell said. 

“Eight inches is a lot less than some groups 
require,” she said. “Some require 12 inches or more, 
but this organization will take gray or color-treated 
hair, as long as its in good condition.” 

Powell was among the donors. She began growing 
her hair out last year in preparation for the event 

Community High School is the alternative district 
school. Many students who don’t thrive in the typical 
high school environment face obstacles other stu- 
dents may not — such as having to work to help their 
family financially, or not having adequate support 
from adults at home. 

Some of the students related to the children who 
are going through hard times, Powell said. 

‘T do think our students were more willing to lis- 
ten to the problems faced by the children,’ she said. 
‘TI do think there was more of an ability among our 
students to understand. They showed a lot of com- 
passion.” 


event, send an e-mail to mtippen@journalgroup.com. 
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to $22.34, flat-rate charges will 
increase by $7 to $88, and per-day 
unmetered connection charges will 
increase from 87 cents to 9 cents. 

Abbie Akins, the assistant 
finance director, agreed there’s lit- 
tle that Romulus can do to:stop the 
upward trend of water rates. 

“The increases are part of what 
it takes to make sure the water and 
sewer fund is maintained,” she 
Said. 

Currently, there is $4.5 million in 
unrestricted funds in the city water 
and sewer fund, Akins said. 

Though $45 million sounds like 


a healthy fund balance, Akins said 
those funds cannot be used to 
defray the Detroit increases. 

“There are expansions and 
repairs of the system that we are 
responsible that will occur in the 
near future,’ she said. ‘We are try- 
ing to build the fund balance — we 
chose to maintain the fund bal- 
ance. 

“When the replacement and 
repair projects come on line, they 
cost millions of dollars,’ she said. 
“We don’t want to have to rely on 
bonding because that’s just anoth- 
er bill that’s going to have to be 
paid.” 

The rate increases will go into 
effect 10 days from the vote, which 
means the rates will be assessed 
from June 19, 2008. 





Airport 
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could stand to lose almost $1 mil- 
lion in assessed revenue, according 
to the city. The school district could 
lose as much as $1.7 million in rey- 
enue. 

However, its unclear if the talks 
will send airport consultants back 
to the drawing board to find a way 
to expand, or if a planned vote at 
the regular meeting of authority 
officials in July will result in an 
approval of the plan. So far, the 


vote has been delayed twice. 

Mayors outside Romulus have 
opposed the plan because air traf- 
fic — which causes excessive noise 
in communities not covered by 
noise abatement programs — would 
lessen the quality of life in their 
cities, said Hampton. 

“One of the big reasons I 
opposed this plan, from Inkster’s 
perspective, is that it would cause a 
lot of additional noise, and noise 
abatement stops at Annapolis 
Road,” he said. 

The authority board members 
will once again attempt to vote on 
the plan at the July 22 meeting. 





Se 






Hair donors Shelby Green, Megan Lawrence, Karen Powell, Angel 








up their locks to help children with hair loss. 





A $750 bid provision in the city 
charter is costing more money than 
the city would like to pay. 

That’s the motivation behind 
discussions to approve a charter 
amendment that would raise that 
amount to allow purchasing deci- 
sions to be made without red tape, 
said Councilman William Crova. 

‘Having a $750 limit (that trig- 
gers the city bid process) is Just too 
expensive, and its been in place 
since 1975,” Crova said. “To 
account for inflation, that should be 
about $2,500.” 

Currently, the city must seek 
competitive bids on projects 
exceeding $750. Staff members 


must prepare bids, and they must 
be advertised in the newspaper to 
make sure all contractors have an 
opportunity to bid on work. 

The costs that go into preparing 
the bids are significant, Crova said. 

The charter change that the city 
finance department is looking at 
would give the Romulus City 
Council the power to set the bid 
limit by ordinance — which means 
the city could set the amount at a 
more appropriate level to account 
for inflation or deflation, Crova 
sald. 

If a new ordinance were put into 
place, the council would not have 
to go through the charter amend- 
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Charter change would raise bid limits 


ment process, which can be time- 
consuming, when it would like to 
adjust bid limits. 

The savings would come in time 
spent by staff members and adver- 
tising costs, Crova said. 

To approve an amendment of 
the charter, a “super vote” must 
take place, which means a simple 
majority vote is insufficient. Of the 
seven council members, five must 
approve the amendment. 

If the amendment is approved, 
the city attorney will draft an ordi- 
nance, which will them be dis- 
cussed by council members. 

After two readings, the ordi- 
nance would then be'in effect. 
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Wellness Walks under way 


The District Wide Wellness 
Works walking program will contin- 
ue throughout the summer at all 
locations of the Wayne County 
Community College District 
(WCCCD). 

Participants of the program are 
encouraged to walk and record 
their progress in minutes on daily 
activity logs. Campus and district 
office building teams will be 
formed and total minutes walked 
will be recorded each week. The 
team with the most minutes walked 
by Aug. 11 will be the college walk- 
ing winners. 

Program guidelines include: 
every participant must register for 
this continuing education program, 
each participant must fill out a 
waiver and emergency medical 


form prior to-participation, activity 
logs must be filled out and turned 
into team leaders on a weekly basis, 
weekly handouts on wellness will 
be available from the team leader 
and walking can be done at conven- 
ience. Staff, faculty and their 
friends and family are eligible. The 
American Heart Association 
encourages participants to consult 
their physicians before any new 
exercise program, including diet 
changes and medicine. 

The program started last week 
and will continue through Aug. 11. 
Times vary per campus and district 
office building. For more informa- 
tion, contact Jeff Anderson at the 
western campus at (734) 694-5180 or 
Judy Smouter at (313) 496-2858, or 
visit www.weccd.edu. 
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Golden girls 


The Girlstown Foundation in 
Belleville was recently hon- 
ored by the City of Belleville 
for their many years of serv- 
ice in the community. The 
organization turned 50 
years old this year and cele- 
brated their birthday with a 
fundraiser at the Soaring 
Eagle last weekend. The 
childcare agency was 
founded by the Federation 
of Michigan Women’s Club 
and now offers foster care, 
transitional treatment and 
independent living. 


National Strawberry Festival pageants return tomorrow 


Ashley Dobos 
Staff Writer 


After a brief hiatus, the 31st annu- 
al Belleville Strawberry Festival 
‘royalty’ pageants are back. 

The Strawberry Prince and 
Princess contest will take place at 
noon tomorrow at South Middle 
School. Contestants must live in 
Belleville, Sumpter, or Van Buren 
township to participate. P& P 
Dance Studio organized the pageant. 

The National Strawberry Queen 
pageant will take place at 7:30 


tomorrow night at the Belleville 
High School auditorium. Angela 
Kerner, who organized the pageant 
for the last eight years, will be the 
emcee. This will be organizer 
Jennifer Leonard’s first year at the 
helm of the Strawberry Queen pag- 
eant. 

“It’s going pretty good,” said 
Leonard. “I’m really excited and 
enjoying it so far, but it’s getting to be 
a nail biter.” 

Five women between the ages of 
16 and 20 will vie for the Strawberry 
Queen title. The pageant started 
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It's going pretty good.!'m really excited and enjoying it so 
far, but it’s getting to be a nail biter. 
Jennifer Leonard 





with seven contestants, but two were 
not able to make it to the pageant 
practices because of other time con- 
straints. 

Judges, who cannot be affiliated 
with any of the contestants, vary 
each year and may even be from out- 


side the Belleville area, organizers 
sald. 

Contestants have been practicing 
since the beginning of May and have 
had about 14 two-hour rehearsals. 
The contestants will also perform a 
group dance, choreographed by 


Chelsea Harris. 

Cash prizes will be awarded to 
the winner and runner up of the pag- 
eant. There will also be gift certifi- 
cates to local restaurants and com- 
plimentary photos from Once Upon 
a Memory photography. 

The pageants did not take place 
last year, due to a lack of funding. 
The event is paid for with donations 
from local businesses and groups. 
This year, The Faith Assembly 
Church donated $1,200, which paid 
for the entire pageant, organizers 
said. 


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROMULUS CITY 
COUNCIL HELD MAY 27, 2008 IN THE 
ROMULUS CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER 
11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Pro Tem William 
Wadsworth. 

Present: John Barden, LeRoy Burcroff, Harry Crout, William Crova, William Wadsworth. 
Excused: Ellen Craig-Bragg, Randolph Gear. 

Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

Alan Lambert, Mayor 

Linda R. Choate, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison/Kersey, CMFA, Treasurer 


1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to approve the agenda as presented. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. stra ne 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-150 
2. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crout to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
the Romulus City Council held May 12, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Abstain - Barden 


Motion Carried. 08-151 


3A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crout to grant Taste, Inc. (a California Corporation) 
and Wayne County Airport Authority (Co-Licensees) a new tavern license issued under 
MCL 436.1531 (10) & SDM license in conjunction to be located at McNamara Terminal, 
Detroit Metro Airport, Space L-16, Romulus, Michigan 48242, Wayne County (ID 
#440497). 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-152 


4A1. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to concur with the recommendation of legal 
council regarding International Outdoors vs City of Romulus. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-153 
4A2. Motion by Crout, supported by Crova to re-schedule no-fee City Wide Yard Sale from 
May 15 -18, 2008 to May 29, through June 1, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


4. Motion by Barden, supported by Crout to accept the Chairpersons Report. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-154 
SA. Motion by Crova, supported by Crout to concur with the recommendation of Kristen 
Irwin, Parks and Recreation Director, legal counsel, and the Administration to adopt a reso- 
lution to grant authorization for the Mayor and Clerk to enter into an agreement with 
Wayne County for the Mary Ann Banks Park Funding Provision. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-155 
5B1. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crout to concur with the recommendation of 
Robert McCraight, Assistant Building & Safety Director to rescind bid award 07/08-07, 
awarded to Oakwood Building Company due to failure to execute the demolition contract. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-156 
5B2. Motion by Burcroff, supported Crout to re-award bid 07/08-07 to the next lowest 
qualified bidder, VanAssche Construction in the amount of $33,525. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

| 08-157 
SC, Motion by Barden, supported by Crout to concur with the recommendation of 
Purchasing Coordinator, Lynn Conway, and David Allison, Fire Chief to extend bid award 
bid 05/06-36, for the purchase of three (3) sets of turn out gear to the only lowest bidder 
Alert Emergency Equipment in the amount of $4,873.89 ($1,624.66 per set). 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - Noné. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-158 
5D. Motion by Crova, supported by Barden to concur with the recommendation of 
Purchasing Coordinator, Lynn Conway and Fire Chief, David Allison to award bid 07/08- 
24, two (2) extrication rescue tools and accessory kits for the City of Romulus Fire 
Department to the only bidder, West Shore Fire Inc., in the amount of $3,656. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth, 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-159 
SE. Motion by Barden, supported by Crout to concur with the recommendation of 
Purchasing coordinator, Lynn Conway and Fire Chief, David Allison to authorize the pur- 
chase of a replacement “Firepup” costume for the Romulus Fire Department from the sole 
source vendor, the National Fire Safety Council, Inc., in the amount of $1,375. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-160 
SF. Motion by Burcroff, supported Barden to concur with the recommendation of 
Purchasing Coordinator, Lynn Conway and Tom Wilson, DPW Director, to award bid 
07/08-27, DCC Consortium Cold Patch Bid for the Department of Public Works to the low- 
est bidder, Ajax Materials Corporation at a per ton price of $86.50 delivered and $85 pick 


up. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-161 
5G. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to concur with the recommendation of 
Purchasing Coordinator, Lynn Conway and DPW Director, Tom Wilson, to authorize the 
purchase of radio readers, meters, meters with readers and registers from the sole source 
vendor, SLC Meter Services, Inc., and to establish SLC as the City’s vendor for the pur- 
chase of all residential and commercial meter equipment until such time that the City might 
replace their existing system. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-162 
5H1. Motion by Barden, supported by Crova to concur with the Administration to approve 
the re-appointment of Emery Long as an alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
with a term to expire on June 30, 2011. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 08-163 


5H2. Motion by Barden, supported by Crout to concur with the Administration to approve 
the re-appointment of John Clark as alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals with 
a term to expire on June 30, 2010. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-164 
6A1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to schedule a one hour Charter Amendment 
Workshop on Monday, June 9, 2008 at 6:15 p.m., to be held in the City Council Chambers, 
located at 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan, 48174. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 08-165 


11. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to authorize the City Treasurer to disburse 
funds as listed in Warrant 08-10 in the grand total of Seven Hundred, Forty Nine Thousand, 
Four Hundred Fifty Nine Dollars and Seventy Three Cents ($749,459.73). 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Abstain - Crova. 

Motion Carried. 


12. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Burcroff to adjourned the regular meeting of the 
Romulus City Council. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Eva Webb, Deputy Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


I, Eva W. Webb, Deputy Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the 


foregoing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City 
Council held n May 27, 2008. 


Eva W. Webb, Deputy City Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


Publish: June 12, 2008 
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As we went to press on Tuesday night, Wayne City 
Council members pondered whether to bring back the 
annual fireworks celebration this year. 

Officials from Oakwood Annapolis Hospital pitched the 
idea to the city and members of the Wayne Chamber of 
Commerce last week; the concept was to have the business 
community completely sponsor the event. Oakwood offered 
to donate the first $5,000 toward the $18,000 day-long event 
that traditionally takes place on the final Wednesday in 


June. 


As of Tuesday, they only had half the money guaranteed, 
but they hadn’t heard back from several other potential 
sponsors, so the city council members met in a special ses- 
sion that night to determine if the city could afford to pay 
whatever wasn’t covered through business donations. 


Time to 
yo back 
to class 


The budget picture for school 
districts across the state is looking 
clearer and clearer, and it isn’t pret- 
ty. 

The Northville Public Schools, 
the Plymouth-Canton Public 
Schools, the Wayne-Westland 
Community School District—all are 
trying to figure out their budget pic- 
ture for the next school year. 
Amidst a swirl of uncertainty, 
they're trying to come up with a 
way to provide the same services 
without impacting the classroom 
experience. 

And any of them can tell you, it’s 
not easy. All are looking at drastic 
measures—layoffs, union conces- 
sions, even privatization of some 
services in Northville—in the face 
of declining revenue and escalating 
costs. 

In most cases, they can’t do much 
about either. Increases in areas like 
utility bills, salaries, health care 
costs and the state-mandated retire- 
ment system have eroded their flex- 
ibility. At the same time they’re 
dealing with declining enrollment, 
not only because of increased com- 
petition from charter schools, but 
because people are flat out leaving 
the state due to the poor economy. 

The state Legislature has not 
helped the situation. They’ve 
imposed a new business tax struc- 
ture that even they’re not sure 
about—a move that was designed to 
entice businesses to expand, relo- 
cate or start up in Michigan has 
only caused more confusion. They 
promised an increase in per-pupil 
funding that would not cover the 
increase in expenses and then 
hedged on that promise, too. All the 
while they're punishing school dis- 
tricts now for the fiscal responsibili- 
ty they've shown in the past by caus- 
ing them to eat away at their rainy 
day fund. 

There’s no easy solution to this 
mess. Here’s an idea, though. 
Legislators like showing students 
from their district around the capi- 
tal, giving them an up close view of 
their jobs. Perhaps they should take 
time out and attend a school board 
meeting or two and witness the pas- 
sion parents and teachers alike 
show for their extended school fam- 
ily. Maybe then they’d be a little 
more willing to listen, to work hard 
and get things straightened out. 
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The outcome of that meeting wasn’t known at press time, 
but it’s our hope that they voted for it. 

It’s a sad commentary on our times that this decision 
might even be controversial. Let’s face it though, the city 
eliminated funding for the fireworks last year for what the 
council thought was a good reason: because they couldn't 
justify it in the face of a shrinking budget that threatened 
employee layoffs. 

This year, council members have once again talked about 
the same things. The budget approved last month shows 
fewer employees and reduced hours for others. Some may 
wonder about the expenditure, given that situation. 

But come on, it’s the Fourth of July. We don’t want to live 
in a country where a city can't chip in a relatively small 
amount of money to help celebrate the birth of our nation. 


City fireworks displays are needed reminder 


Besides, these kinds of events are important during diffi- 





cult economic times. We’re all stressed out. Celebrating a 


national holiday can help us forget our troubles for a time 
and remember the importance of those who gave their lives 
to forge this nation and those who continue to keep it safe. 
It’s a good idea for the city to loosen its purse strings here 
because we’re only talking about a few thousand dollars. 


That being said, though, we hope a concerted effort still 


subsequent years. 


takes place to secure as many donations or sponsorships as 
possible. If those efforts stop merely because the city steps 
in it will be virtually impossible to bring the event back in 


For now, though, it’s OK for the city to help provide a little 
patriotic stress relief, even if it’s just to spend a night staring 
up and remembering better times. 





WE 
iT MA 








HEN SOMEONE ce 
BIGmEesS 


GOTTA CLEAN IT UP BEFORE 
KES US ALL Look BAD // 








cc 


Geese: 





Homeowners may see a hollow victory 


Even if residents and officials 
in Romulus are successful in their 
attempts to change or postpone 
the expansion plan at Metro 
Airport, they will most likely come 
out on the losing side of the equa- 
tion. 

Homeowners may be able to 
save their homes, but they won't 
be able to save the value of their 
homes. 

Their victory, in short, may be a 


A little piece of paradise right here 


The Rouge River is breathing a 
little easier today, after a flurry of 
activities that took place Saturday. 

The annual River Rescue day 
organized by the Friends of the 
Rouge drew hundreds of volun- 
teers across the watershed to do 
everything from cleaning out 
invasive plant species, construct- 
ing bird and bat houses, garbage 
removal and just plain looking 
around. 

It’s a good thing. 

The river has come a long way 
in the past two decades, when it 
was named one of the most pollut- 
ed waterways in the state, if not 
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hollow one. 

That’s unfortunate for all those 
impacted, of course, but it hits 
those who had been trying to sell 
their homes before this mess start- 
ed particularly hard. They faced a 
difficult market to begin with. 
Now, any hope of recouping the 
investment they made in their 
homes is all but gone. 

It’s beginning to look like offi- 
cials at the airport developed 


the nation. A big part of that 
recovery is the effort of the 
Friends and the 20-year-history of 
the event. I’m not saying I'd go 
take a dip in it or anything or 
munch on anything I managed to 
pull out of its asparagus-colored 
depths, but there are plenty of 
signs that the water is a lot health- 
ier now than it was even a few 
years ago. 

True, the river will probably 
always remain a natural dumping 
ground for some lazy or inconsid- 
erate bonehead. There will prob- 
ably always be shopping carts, 
tires and other debris to pull out 


Beware, friends, the end is near 


So the headline is a little dis- 
couraging, but it’s not what you 
think. 

OK, maybe it is just a little. 

Al Gore, from an environmental- 
ist point of view, leads us to believe 
that the end is closer than we think. 
He talks about global warming and 
the planet falling to pieces and how 
everyone needs to do their part to 
save it. But who, other than the 
wealthy, can afford to live the envi- 
ronmentally friendly life anyway? 

The real inconvenient truth is 
that it takes green—and a lot of it— 
to live green. 

Last month I spent almost $150 
on energy efficient light bulbs. Yes, 
LIGHT BULBS!!! And I bought a 
25-dollar aluminum water canister 
so that I’m not chucking plastic into 


their concept plan too quickly, 
with too little foresight, and pro- 
moted it a little too soon. The 
result was a concept that took too 
great a toll on the community and 
brought back little benefit for it. It 
demolished the market in a por- 
tion of the city—since the plan 
would have impacted about 800 
residences, including apartment 
complexes and single-family 
homes. 


of the water, or log jams to clear 
up as all the dead ash trees fall 
over. 

The best way to cut down on 
that activity is already under way, 
though, and that’s to bring more 
amenities close to it. The more 
people know about this under- 
appreciated gem, the better. 
That’s why I think features like 
the newly-opened recreational 
trail in Canton Township, which 
boasts a handicapped accessible 
main path and mountain biking 
paths originating from it, and the 
efforts to improve Dynamite Park 
in Wayne are so important. 


landfills. Hey, baby steps all right? 

Mr. Gore needs to put his money 
where his mouth is. If this is such 
an important topic he needs to take 
those millions of dollars that his 
documentary grossed and use the 
stature that the Nobel prize gained 
him and crusade and find a way to 
make living a true “green” exis- 
tence more affordable. 

Granted there’s probably at least 
a few million years left before the 
environment goes kaput, so let’s 
touch on a few other problems we 
face every day. 

The country’s leading econo- 
mists and crazy Mad Money guys 
describe the national economy and 
talk of the stock market with words 
like ‘sagging.’ That, along with 
gloom and despair, is what I see in 


It’s difficult to say what can be 
offered those homeowners as way 
of compensation, since an apology 
isn’t going to help the matter any. 
Perhaps the painful lesson 
learned here is to think of people 
first and profits second. 

The expansion of the airport 
may well provide an economic 
boon to the region, but it shouldn't 
do so at the expense of those who 
should have benefited from it. 





For those 
who haven't 
been down to 
those areas, it is easy to describe 
but hard to believe. There’s an 
idyllic setting right in our own 
back yard; literally dozens of 
yards from one of the busiest thor- 
oughfares in Wayne County, nes- 
tled between neighborhoods and 
close to shopping districts. 

In Wayne, it is host to the 
largest Cottonwood tree in the 
state. Everywhere, it is home to 
creatures you wouldn't expect to 


pe 
LE OSS, 
by Scott Spielman 





See Paradise, page 6 


the mirror 
every morning. sity Ce 
For me, [ll turn 3 
to the Jared 
Subway diet for my sagging prob- 
lems. If only it would work for the 
economy. 

On top of that the National 
Unemployment Rate increased to 
5.5 percent and 49,000 jobs were 
reported lost in the May. The DOW 
Jones fell big time last week as the 
price of crude oil went up. 

Things can’t be too bad if my 
brother, who has been out of work 
since September, took a trip to the 
Caribbean this month. 

Although the economy is in 
about as good of shape as I am, it 
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Privatization plan criticized 

To the editor: 

It appears Northville Public 
Schools is having difficulty getting its 
priorities straight with providing the 
best education possible for students. 

The debate has gone on for over a 
year now regarding privatizing trans- 
portation, food service and custodial 
services. 

District officials have proclaimed 
that the money saved from privatiz- 
ing will be able to buy textbooks and 
other needed supplies for the class- 
room. 

In the April 15, 2008 press release 
from the school district, Dr. 
(Leonard) Rezmierski states that the 
district would not even consider pri- 
vatization if it weren’t for the budget 
challenges and economic downturn. 

“We have great employees and 
great service in all of these support 
areas right now,” Dr. Rezmierski 
said. “We wouldn't even be consider- 
ing privatization if not for the budget- 
ary challenges faced by the school 

district and the fact that, given the 
state’s sagging economy, our finan- 
cial situation is unlikely to improve 
any time soon.” 

If this is true, then why was a 
third assistant principal hired at the 


high school and why were the 
administrators granted a 2 percent 
raise by the board members after the 
teacher’s union made huge sacri- 
fices? 

I find it disappointing that admin- 
istrators are being placed first 
instead of the students. After all, a 
school district is a non-profit organi- 
zation. How can administrators be 
placed before educating students for 
the 21st Century? 

Why should support staff who 
have done a wonderful job cleaning 
the school buildings, serving healthy 
food and transporting students safely 
to and from school jobs be put at 
risk? 

Maybe instead of privatizing the 
support staff, the administrators 
could give back the 2 percent 
increase that was given to them ear- 
lier this school year. Also, perhaps 
the union could make concessions to 
have a guarantee savings for the 
school district. 

Instead of privatization, district 
officials should look at the efficiency 
of the support services currently in 
place in Northville Public Schools. 
Farmington Public Schools formed 
committees in the fall of 2006 to see 
where efficiency could be achieved 


to keep their costs down. Northville 
may benefit from doing the same 
thing. 

Privatizing may seem to be a 
quick fix for cost savings, but could 
eventually lead to future problems. 
The only way cost savings is going to 
be obtained is by keeping support 
services in-house and striving for 
efficiency. 


Blake Govan, 
Northville 


Annexation protested 

To the edator: 

I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to the proposed annexa- 
tion of the former Northville 
Hospital Psych property to Livonia. 

I have never been more disap- 
pointed in the political process and 
in our elected leaders than I have 
been in hearing about this under- 
handed process from these develop- 
ers. To suggest that Northville voters 
have no say in what happens to this 
property iS absolutely 
absurd. Livonia will clearly vote in 
favor of this annexation at the 
expense of all Northville Township 
property owners. In addition, they 
will have no interest in what hap- 





Paratlise 
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find in this zip code. It is a piece 


of northern life right under our 
noses and it deserves the atten- 
tion and respect of any national 
park. Take a trip down there, 
breathe the nature and enjoy the 
silence. Look at the trees and lis- 
ten to the water. Then you, too, 


will get offended at every scrap of 
paper; every errant tire, construc- 
tion barrel or shopping cart. And 
you, too, will feel the need to 
clean it up, not just on the first 
Saturday in June, but every day of 
the year 
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doesn’t mean the end is near— 
whatever the end really means. It’s 
bad but it will recover. It always 
has. 

However, there are the soaring 
gas prices—the one thing that could 
break this country’s back. 

Did you know that some gas sta- 
tions charge an average of seven to 
10 cents more per gallon if you 
choose to use the convenience of a 
credit card service that they choose 
to provide for their customers over 
paying with cash? First, isn’t that 
discrimination against the color of 
my payment method? Second, who 
carries cash anymore these days? 


Grange seeking ‘art’ volunteers 


Members of the Plymouth-Westland 
Grange 389 are searching for art lovers will- 
ing to help create an art show for children. 

The proposed art show for school-aged 
children has been a goal for the organiza- 
tion for the past several years, but the club 
needs help in order to make it a reality. 

“We’re looking at having it in October,’ 
said Grange President Sharon Strebbing. 
“We've even got someone willing to open up 


their building for us.” 


The main sticking point, she said, would 
be ensuring that there are enough volun- 
teers available to help plan the event to 
make it doable for the relatively small com- 


munity group. 


“Td really like to see this come back,” she 


Said. 


Watch for daily news updates on our website www.journalgroup.com 


LOSE WEIGHT. 
NEVER FIND IT AGAIN. 





If you only want customers to 
pay with only greenbacks you need 
to discontinue the credit card serv- 
ice all together and see where that 
lands you, almighty gatekeepers of 
the gas. (Actually, I think that’s 
what my family use to call Uncle 
Pullmyfinger) 

If only there were a way to allevi- 
ate the pain at the pump. Gas-X Is 
sure to help in regards to the 
Subway diet but I doubt it will 
relieve sticker shock at the station. 

Although the gas prices are soar- 
ing, it’s not a sign that the end is 
near. I’m just thoroughly convinced 
that it all comes down to greed. It’s 
obvious that CEO of Oil Company X 
can't live on the $400 million dollar- 
plus salary he makes per year, let 
alone fill up the enormous gas tank 
of his SUV, so he jacks up the price 


for the competition. 


teers. 


prizes, for show winners. 


(734) 722-4857. 





Lose 21 Pounds in 4 Weeks. 





‘the center for medical weight loss. 


866.MD.1.THIN 


Areas available to Soard certified physicians. "Results based on a random semplo of 58 men ond 61 women on our medically prescribed diet. Results may vory by center. Programs available for 18 years and older 


www.mdbethin.com 





She said that Grange members are 
actively seeking members of the community 
willing to help out either by giving some 
time to help plan the show or by volunteer- 
ing to help out during the show. One major 
need, she said, will be for art teachers and 
artists willing to donate their time as judges 


The exact dates for the proposed show 
have not yet been determined and will be 
decided in part by the availability of volun- 


The organization is also searching for 
businesses or individuals who may be will- 
ing to donate a prize, or money to purchase 


For more information, call Strebbing at 


There's no more effective way to lose weight thon with a 
physician monitored program. Only o medical doctor can tell 
you whether your weight problems are caused by a slow 
metabolism, your medication, your thyroid or other issues. 
And only a medical doctor con help, Not only will you lose 
weight fast, it’s safe and designed to mointain your weight 
loss permanently. Find out how easy and affordable CMWL 
programs are. Coll for a location near you, 866-MD-1-THIN. 


of oil to make more money. That’s a 
vicious cycle—live within your 
means, man! 

So here it is. We as consumers 
have to be smart as to what we 
spend out money on. If you think 
about it all three topics—environ- 
ment, economy and gas—are relat- 
ed. 

If we all choose to drive less it 
will cut down on pollution, making 
Mr. Gore happy; put more money in 
our pockets and not Oil Company 
X’s bank account, forcing lower 
prices; and afford us the few extra 
dollars to buy stuff like, I don’t 
know, light bulbs to help turn the 
economy and 
environment 
around. 

Bright idea? 





500 Forest Ave. - Plymouth 


Convenient Parking behind Forest off of Harvey St. 


(734) 414-6400 


HOURS: Mon.-Tues.-Weds. 11-9 
Thur. 11-10 « Fri.& Sat. 11-11 + Sun. 12-8 


Always Free Wireless Internet 
(come work or play) 
All specials in bar area 


pens to this property as there are no 
Livonia residential developments 
adjoining this property or even in 
the vicinity. 

It is unbelievable that nothing can 


be done to stop this annexation from . 


occurring and addressing this loop- 
hole which ultimately favors these 
unscrupulous developers and 
Livonia. 


Michael Jasperson, 
Northville Township 


Candidate is supported 

To the editor: 

I was very disappointed in the 
article in the Westland Eagle 
“Familiar names file for primary 
election” by Meghan Chapman. In 
that article Joan Gebhardt is listed as 
one of the candidates who filed 
for Wayne County Commissioner, 
District 12. Not a single detail about 
this well-qualified candidate was 
provided. 

Joan Gebhardt has dedicated her 
life to public service. She currently 
serves as an elected member of the 
Schoolcraft College Board of 
Trustees. In that election, she placed 
first among the four candidates 
elected. Her fellow Trustees elected 


her to SEMCOG (Southeastern 
Michigan Council of Governments). 
As a Schoolcraft Trustee, Gebhardt 
oversees a $69,000,000 budget. 

Gebhardt is a life-long resident of 
Wayne County. For 35 years she has 
been a homeowner in District 12. 
She and her husband Fred raised 
her children here. She retired after 
30 years as a public school teacher 
and principal. Gebhardt was proud 
to serve as president of her union 
(AFL-CIO Local 60). Currently she 
works for Speaker of the 
House Andy Dillon in constituent 
services. 

I know that no one will work 
harder for all of us than Joan 
Gebhardt. I have seen her commit- 
ment and dedication at work. She 
embodies the very best in the 
Democratic Party — honesty, com- 
passion and so much more. 

On Aug. 5th I will vote for a 
proven leader, Joan Gebhardt. 


Nan Melke 
Westland 


Editor’s note: As stated m the can- 
didate announcement story, all candi- 
dates will be profiled prior to the elec- 
tion. 


Send us your letters 
The Journal Newspapers welcomes all letters to the editor. 
Letters should be addressed to: The Editor, The Journal Newspapers, 


35540 Michigan Ave., Wayne, Michigan 48184. 
All letters will be considered for publication 
and may be edited for content, space and length. 





“Pic of the Week” 






our 





...creative images done on 


location in studio, color & b&w. 


Now Scheduling 
Summer Appointments! 


Michael Reynolds Photography 
192 Liberty St, Plymouth 


J OA-2 I T-9 991 
www.michaelreynoldsphotography.com 
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Monday-Friday (4pm-7pm) 


Everyday Specials 

¢ $2.25 Miller Lite / Bud Light Drafts 
¢ $4.00 House Wines 

¢ $5.00 All Martinis 


Monday and Tuesda 

° 1/2 Off All Appetizers 

¢ $2.95 Margaritas 

° $2.00 Off Chicken & Steak Quesadillas 


Wednesday- Ladies Nite 
e 1/2 Off All Pizzas 


° $2.95 Long Islands & Long Beaches 
° $2.95 All Daiquiris 
Plus Wine Specials!! 


Thursday & Friday 








¢ Complimentary Hors'doeuvres 


° $2.95 Irish & Spanish Coffees 
¢ $1.00 Off All Well Drinks 
Plus $1 off all Well Drinks from the bar 
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11121 Wayne Road 
Romulus, MI 48174 
1 (734) 942-7589 
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Hi there, neighbor. We’re Fifth Third Bank and we’re growing 

in the area. When you have time, stoo by so we can shake 

| your hand, show you around, and, well, get to know you a 
bit better. And we'll helo you with any financial needs you 

Ha have, both big and small. We hope you can make it and look 


nae ~ forward to seeing you soon. 


P - : ry? ‘ j \ : ; ) 


i? tf ‘ _- ' 4 
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If you can’t make it for the festivities on June 17, 2008 from 
12:000m and 2:00pm, please stop by at your convenience. 


Belleville Banking Center > 
10444 Belleville Road 
734-697-8820 


2/3 
FIETH THIRD BANK 


The things we do for dreams: 





53.com 


(2 Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. 
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THE SCENE 


Sex and the City 
is still Fabulous 


If there were only two words allowed to describe the new Sex 
and the City movie, they would be: simply fabulous. at 

But that’s easier said if you’re a true fan of the HBO original 
Series. 

Although the start of the movie seems somewhat forced and, 
dare I say even a little awkward. Like the infamous role of Carrie 
Bradshaw played by Sarah Jessica Parker, the four ladies: Kim 
Cattrall (Samantha Jones), Cynthia Nixon (Miranda Hobbes) and 
Kristin Davis (Charlotte York) soon ease back into their hit TV 
series roles to deliver just what fans (and maybe people who just 
know about the show) want and expect: explicit language, a dash of 
nudity, cocktail sipping, super-stylish fashions and, of course, a dash 
of sex. 

The movie starts four years after the series left off, with Carrie 
shopping for something bigger than just a promising pair of 
Manolos: an apartment to share with her love Mr. Big (Chris Noth). 
Meanwhile Miranda, aka mother, lawyer, wife and about to lose her 
mind, is dealing with her rocky marriage to Steve ( David 
Eigenberg) while they live in the depths of Brooklyn. On the other 
hand, Charlotte continues to live her picture-perfect life with hus- 
band, Harry (Evan Handler), and their adopted daughter, Lily, on 
the upper-east side of Manhattan. Then there’s Samantha who 
jumped the island of Manhattan to move out to L.A. with her movie- 
star hottie Smith Jason Lewis) and even though she’s managing his 
career, she still finds time to fly to New York just about every week. 

But even cosmopolitans couldn’t numb the pain and realities of 
life and love that soon sets into the four ladies lives. That's when 
other key characters return, like wedding planner Anthony 
Marentino a Cantone), gal-pal Standford Blatch (Willie 
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Garson) and Voghe editor Enid Frick (Candace Bergen). Newcomer 
Jennifer Hudson, who plays Carrie’s apparently much-need assis- 
tant, Louise, is also added to the list 

Without giving away too much ‘sexy’ information, in about two 
and a half hours the movie basically answers any questions fans 
might have had from the show. Small secrets are revealed, and the 
spark of cynicism mixed with every happiness is still intact. 

Audiences can’t help but get pulled back into all the melodrama 
because there is just enough plot to push the envelope. 

There’s plenty of love, laughs, tears, suspense, over-the-top out- 
fits and label dropping. However, through it all, the underlying mes- 
sage seems to be that friends truly are forever. At least they are in 


this little city. 


Fans who are worried that the movie will be a spoiler to the TV 
series can rest assured it just isn’t so. Viewers will all ‘heart Sex 
and the City, not just in New York. And yet the ‘Big’ question could 

be will there be more ‘sex’ in the city someday down the road? 


Only martinis and Manolos will tell. 


Reviewed By 
Andrea King 
SN le 
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1. Obituaries — 


FARLEY, Hayward, June 9, 
2008 age 91 of Wayne. 
Beloved husband of the late 
Bessie, Dear father of Vic 
(Sharon), Wayne (Pat), 
Barbara (Wallace) Shell, 
Harold (Diane), Odell, Gail 
(Walter) Shell and Leroy 
(Donna). Brother of the late 
Ester Middleton, Buck, Viola 
Trent, Ore Hansen, George 


WARD, Thomas Perry, age 
82, of Westland died peace- 
fully in his sleep on 
June 3, 2008. 
Beloved husband of his dear 
Mary. Loving father of May 
and Jimmy Williams. Caring 
uncle to many nieces and 
nephews. Preceded in death 
by his parents William and 
Lula Ward and four brothers 
and sisters. Visitation and 
Services were held at Harry 
J. Will Funeral Home in 





CANTON BAKERY 
Seeking Cake Decorator 
with bakery experience. 

734-927-1160 


NOW HIRING 
Companies desperately 
need employees to 
assemble products 





| DRIVE THE BIG RIGS! Truck 


30. Help Wanted | 


driver training. Pre-hire pro- 
gram. Tuition reimburse- 
ment. No employment con- 


_ tracts. Big Bucks driving Big 


Trucks! Call HRCD today. 
1-888-750-6200. 
www.DriveTheBigRigs.com 


DRIVER-BYNUM 
TRANSPORT 
Qualified drivers needed for 


Regional and OTR positions. | 


DRIVER: DON'T JUST 
START your career, start it 
right! Company sponsored 

CDL training in 3 weeks. 
Must be 21. Have CDL? 
Tuition reimbursement! 

CRST. 866-917-2778. 


| DRIVERS - REEFER AVER- 
| AGE $1.49/Mile paid to truck 


all miles. Excellent network. 
Late model equipment, 
401k, Blue Cross insurance. 
800-771-6318. 


NEED MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES??? 
Free medical supplies and 
equipment for your use. 


Walkers, canes,wheelchairs, 


crutches, 
to name just a few. 


DO YOU HAVE MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES THAT YOU DO 


| 42. Health | 
and Fitness 





“Medical Supply Sharing 
Ministry.” 


Whether you need supplies, 
or have supplies to donate, 
or have questions about the 
program, call Cathy at 
734-699-5565 


Need extra help? 
Advertise in our classified 
help wanted section. 


and Geneva Phillips. Wayne followed by burial at at home. Dedicated Freight. Food www.primeinc.com NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO Call 
Grandfather of 17, Great Glenwood Cemetery. No Selling, any hours. grade tanker, no hazmat or WITH??? 734-467-1900. 
grandfather of 48, great $500 weekly potential pumps, great benefits, com- | WOOD TRUCKING, Donate your supplies TODAY! 


great grandfather of one. 
Services were held 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 at 
the Uht Funeral Home, 
Westland with Pastor Don 
Hansen officiating. Burial 
was at Cadillac Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery West, 
Westland. 


HOUCK, Kenneth A. June 
10, 2008 age 50 of 
Westland. Beloved husband 
of Cathy. Loving dad of 
Brook and Lindsey. Dear 
brother of Max M. Houck 
and Georgina (Hugh) Burns. 
Also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. 
Services Friday, June 13, 
2008, 11:30 am at the Uht 
Funeral Home, 35400 
Glenwood, Westland, with 
Pastor Bob McDonald offici- 
ating. Burial at Glenwood 
Cemetery, Wayne. Family 
will receive friends at the 
funeral home Thursday 1 - 9 
pm. Please visit and post a 





6. Legal Notices 


Notice to Bidders for 
Classroom Computers and 
Server Storage 
Romulus Community 
Schools will receive sealed 
bids for the purchase 
approximately 300 PC desk- 
tops and 35 Macintosh com- 
puters and one Network 
Attached Storage system for 
district classrooms and labs 
at the Administration build- 
ing located at 36540 Grant 
Road, Romulus, MI 48174 
until Tuesday, July 1st, 2008 
at 11:00 a.m. Bids should be 
plainly marker "District 
Computer Bid." No bids will 
be received later than the 
time and date specified 
above. Computer specifica- 
tions are available by calling 
or emailing Andrew Piazza 
at 734-532-1140 or piaz- 
zaa@romulus.k12.mi.us. 





Info. 985-646-1700 
Dept. MI-7180 


Own a computer? 
Put it to work! 
Up to $1,500 to $5,000/mo 
PT/FT Free Info! 
www.biz2excel.com 





ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE. 
Do you earn up to 
$800/day? Your own local 
candy route. Includes 30 
Machines and Candy. All for 
$9,995. Call 1-888-744-4651. 


32. Help Wanted 
Drivers 


ATTN: DRIVERS 
SIGN-ON BONUS 
35-42 cpm. Earn over $1000 
weekly. Excellent benefits. 
Need CDL-A & 3 mos recent 
OTR. 800-635-8669 





CDL-A DRIVERS: TEAMS & 


petitive pay, new equipment. 
866-GO-BYNUM. 
Need 2 years experience 


30. Help Wanjed | 


_MICHIGAN 


Y MONROE 








INC./MCT. Great New 
Career! Job Guaranteed on 
completion of Free 3 week 

CDL-A Training. 
1 year commitment required. 
1-800-621-4878 


RKS! 


Wayne Service Center 


Spring Job Fair 
June 25, 2008 
11IAM 3PM 
Wayne Community Center 
4635 Howe Road 
Wayne, MI 48184 
Variety of 
Employment Opportunities 


Dress Professional 
Bring Resumes 





34. Specialized Services - 








outright to the 


121. Autos Wanted 


Worship Directory 
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Christ Cemple Apostolic Faith Church 


DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR 


9 
vo 
Cc 


3 
” 


Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m.) 


@ | Sunday Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) 
Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 


**Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under** 
29124 Eton Street +» Westland, Mi 48186 * 734-326-3833 


Ot 








note of condolence at BOLD solos needed immediate! 
y. ° : 

yrwuhith.com fein ae BRATCHER ELECTRIC § BaeOulS a. 08 ae 

| months OTR experience COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 ro" Dann U Darke Paste Sunday School 

| ATTRACTS needed, R d lj ° j j °F “Embrace Each Other As We Serve God" 9:00 a.m 

| MORE Gainey Transport Services emo c Ing Service . City Repairs eee an Seat ae Rt Hi 

te 

- 800-431-2233 Ext. 1343. New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church q Mi 
821 | oming Worship 
READERS! Text "Gainey" to 48696 a / 34-7 2 2-0037 Ss 3] rel 313-665-3608 Pest } 1 40:45 an. 


35728 Van Born * Wayne 
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SOFA & LOVESEAT SET 
NEW in plastic & crate. 
Full Warranty 
NEW 5 Pc. Cherry 
Bedroom Suite 
All brand NEW in boxes 


The following vehicles have 
been deemed abandoned 


and will be sold at public $395 
auction on June 25, 2008 at Must Sell 
11:00 AM at: Can Deliver 
ONLY $450.00 
J & M Towing (734) 637-2012 


8964 Inkster Rd. 
Romulus, MI 48174 


FISH FOR SPRING 


TRL 
Unkown VIN STOCKING 
Algae and weed control, 
1988 GMC aeration systems, windmill 
1GDL7D1Y8JV503375 aerators, pond consultation, 
equipment installation. 
Fruehaul FREE CATALOG. 
FWN169408 Harrietta Hills Trout Farm. 
1-877-389-2514 
TRL www.harriettahills.com 
Unknown VIN 
Fruehaul 
FWJ386204 HOMEOWNERS WANTED!!! 


Kayak Pools is looking for 
Demo Homesites to display 
our virtually "Maintenance 
Free" Pool. Save thousands 
of $$$ with this unique 


1999 Etnyre 
Unknown VIN 


1991 Plymouth 


1P3XA5632MF525932 opportunity! 
Call Now!! 800-31-KAYAK 
1990 Buick Discount Code: 522-L15 
1G4HP54C0OLH512732 
1992 GMC 
1GTEC14HNZ530428 
PIONEER DELUXE POLE 
1996 Dodge BUILDINGS 
3P3ES47C8TT218864 1' side overhang, 1" fiber- 
glass roof insulation, 
1992 Cadillac Galvalume steel, 14 colors, 
1G6KS53B9NU815152 ACQ treated lumber, 


Licensed and insured 
Call for quotes. 
1-800-292-0679 


87. Rooms For Rent 


1990 Pontiac 
1G2JB14K0L7565364 


2004 Hyundia 
KMHHN65F74U 145261 





1986 Chevrolet 


1J1MR685XG827215 AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low daily and 
2008 Jeep weekly rates. 
1J8HG48K98C 166595 Refrigerator, microwave, 
Cable TV. 
1994 Mercury Call 734-721-1220 
3MABM153KR641143 Tel-96 Inn 
313-535-4100 
1996 Utility Fairlane in Novi 
1UYVS2536TP067701 248-347-9999 


Days Inn/Sunrise Motel 


1996 Pontiac 734-427-1300 


1G2JB124XT7579843 


1999 Ford 
1FAFP13P6XW130916 


1988 Chevrolet 
1GBDM15297B254562 













Please Note: The bidding 
will start at the towing and 
storage charges 


AUTO AUCTION | 
J & T Crova Towing | 
36573 Grant St. | 
Romulus, MI 48174 | 
(734) 941-0221 | 
Wed., June 25, 2008 
9:00AM 


1984 Buick Regal 
1G41M4740EH418796 


1984 Plymouth Turismo 
1P3BM44C7ED374064 


61. Misc. Items 


NEW QUEEN 
PLUSH PILLOWTOP 
Mattress & Box Set 













$150 
KING SIZE Man Finds 30-Carat Diamond 
3-piece Orthopedic Mattress ° ¢ ® 
& Box Sel After Using Thera-Gesic 
yee BEXAR COUNTY- Tom W. applied z 
NEW in Plastic Thera-Gesic’ oa ue aching shenioouene 
miraculously discovered a 30-carat diamond 
Can Deliver while digging holes in his backyard. When 
734-326-2744 r 





asked why he was digging holes in his backyard 
he painlessly replied: “None of 
your dang business!” 


Go painlessly with Thera-Gesic* 


Nice & Clean 
College Dorm Style - 
$85 to $125 per week, 
Electricity & Gas incl. 
Washer & Dryer. 
Satellite TV. 
On Michigan Ave between 
Merriman 
and Henry Ruff. Private 
Entrance. 
Call: 734-777-3232 
Ask for Dan 


88. Duplexes 
For Rent 


WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list of 
clean, renovated 2 &3 BR 
duplexes. Most units Lead 
Paint safe. Section 8 vouch- 
ers welcome. 

Some pets permitted. 
Flexible move-in cost. 
Professional local full-time 
management and service. ° 
Office at 2365 S. Venoy. 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 


WESTLAND 
Duplexes for Rent 
2BR - $550 & up 
3BR - $625 & up 
Sec. deposit req. 

Flexible move-in cost 
Updated & freshly painted, 
1-1.5BA 
Sec. 8 welcome 
Full Time Mat. staff 
Call 734-507-9149 





ROMULUS 
Exceptionally nice 1BR 
basement apt. for single, 
working, non-smoker/non- 
drinker. 

Private entrance 
Near Metro Airport 
$650/mon. plus $650 sec. 
Includes utilities and cable 
Washer/dryer priviledges 
734-941-6968 or 
313-289-0723 


89. Apartments 
For Rent 





WAYNE 
Ash & Second 
2BR Upper Flat 
All Utilities 
$625/mon. plus. sec. 
313-258-5617 


WAYNE 
Near Wayne Road 
Quiet and clean 1 BR 
Heat and water inc. 
Ideal for singles and 
retirees. 
No Pets 
$450 moves you in 
with approved credit 
Sec. 8 welcome 
313-247-2075 


WAYNE 
4045 Columbus 
1 Bedroom apt 
$500/Month 
Tenant pays Gas/Elec. 
NO DEPOSIT! 
Call: 734-522-1512 


WAYNE, MI 
Quiet 1 & 2 BRS, 
Well maintained 

Heat/water/A/C inc. 
No pets 
Great for singles 
& retirees 
$470-$600/month 
Call a manager @ 
734-729-2108 or 
734-718-9521 
or owner @ 
734-718-3562 


95. Real Estate 


AVOID/STOP 
FORECLOSURE PAY 
DELINQUENT MORTGAGE 
REDUCE INTEREST & 
PAYMENT 
Act now, schedule appt. 
today!! 


www.freedomforeclosure.co 
m/sjohnson 
Call 24hrs. 1-999-378-8478 
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Subscribe today and never miss out on what is going on in your community. 
Call 
734-467-1900 


The Belleville Enterprise, The Canton Eagle, The Inkster Ledger Star, The Northville Journal, The Plymouth Journal, The Romulus Roman, The Wayne Eagle, The Westland Eagle 


Ludington, Michigan. Great 
amenities, convenient loca- 
tion. Deeded RV lots avail- 
able for sale. Daily and sea- 
sonal rentals also offered. 
Call Wendell for details. 
231-843-8017. 
www.vacationstationrvpark.com 





| Bee yee | 
For Rent 


BELLEVILLE 
Haggerty Sub. 
3BR, 1.5 Baths 

All appl. inc, 

Fenced backyard 
Pets Welcome! 
$1000/mon. plus sec. 

734-699-9880 


HOMEOWNERS & HOME- 
SELLERS!!! 
Can't sell your home or 


property? We will lease it out 


and manage it for you 
or sell it. 


ww.onesteprealtyonline.com. 


1-800-611-3766 


105. Mobile Homes 
for Sale 


CANTON 
Owner financed 
2&3 BR Mobile Homes 
5 Models to choose from 
Zero down 
No payments for 3 mon. 
(Lot rent only) 
Call Jim: 
313-277-1907 





106. Houses For 
Fe 1 [= 


NORTHVILLE 
Walk to town 
18062 Wildflower Dr. 
4BR w/master suite down 
5.5BA, finished basement 
w/full kitchen 
5% seller assistance 
Price Reduced 
$895,000 
MSL Listed 
By Appt. Only 
Call Agent at: 
734-451-9400 or 
248-380-6418 
Don’t Miss This One! 





hos Coverage: 





A-1 Auto "STONE CREDIT 


Salvage & Scrap SOLUTIONS, INC 
We Buy oe ap Metal Find out how 
Junk Cars easy it is to 
Ferrous & Non-Ferrous : 
Cert. State Truck Scale improve your credit... 
Pick-up or Drop-off FREE 
2574 State CONSULTATION 
Ypsilanti, Ml If you mention 
(734) 483-0901 this AD! 
248-504-0122 





Motivational Hardwood Floors 
Empowerment Installation/Repair 
Counseling Center Refinishing 
& Assoc. 


New Hardwood Floors 
Starting at $7.00/sq. ft. 


e Substance Abuse Treatment 
e Substance Abuse Classes 

¢ Mental Health Treatment 
¢«DLAD Assessment 

¢ Anger Management 

* Domestic Violence 


734-895-3597 


For Free Estivmate Call: 


My Brothers Floor 
734-905-6797 
8am - 10pm 
Fully Licensed & Insured 


AFFORDABLE REPAIRS 
& IMPROVEMENTS 


Landlord & Senior 
Discounts 
30 yrs. Exp 
Kitchen, Bath & 
Basement Remodeling 
Electrical & 
Plumbing Repair 
Painting / Drywall / Flooring 
Doors / Tile 
Small Jobs Welcome 


734-968-0945 








On time. Done nght® 


734-451-9888 
America's #1 Handyman 


Small to medium 
size projects 
and "Honey do items" 


On WOW cable channel 14 


Handyman 


Pearson Construction 
Services LLC 


All Remodeling Work 
Roofs, Basements, Decks, 
Additions, Drywall, Painting, 
Electrical & Plumbing 
Kitchen & Baths 


734-658-4208 


TWO MEN AND A TRUCK. 
“Movers Who Care.” 


Boxes, 
Packaging Supplies 
and Packaging 

Services for 
‘/ . your Home or 
Business Move 
Free Estimates 
On Time Arrival 


734-722-6683 


www.twomen,.com 








Place your 2x2 display ad and 
reach over 3.5 million readers 
for just $999! Place a 25-word 
classified ad and reach over 4 
million readers for just $299! 
Contact this newspaper or 
Bobbie and Roselie at 
Michigan Press Association. 


Pets & Supplies 


Petland 


We have the Pets! 
We Carry Puppies, Kittens, 
Birds, Fish, Small Animals, 
plus everything you need 
to care for them 


2087 Rawsonville Rd. 
Belleville, Ml 48111 
Exit 187 off of I-94 

Next to K-Mart 
734-482-8993 


www.PetlandBelleville.com 


Waterproofing 


Wicked Waterproofing 
Basement 


Waterproofing 
Small Excavation work 
Free Estimates 
734-891-8791 


















BEST HOME LOANS 
Land Contract and Mortgage 
Payoffs, Home- 
Improvements, Debt 
Consolidation, Taxes. 
Houses, Doublewides, 
Mobiles, Any reason, Any 
credit! 1-800-246-8100 
Anytime! United Mortgage | 
Services. | 
www.umsmortgage.com 


121. Autos Wanted 


Advance H&W Towing 
Top $ for junk vehicles 
(CASH) 

Free Pick-up 
7 Days a Week 
734-223-5581 


CASH PAID FOR JUNK 
AUTOS & TRUCKS 
365 DAYS/YEAR 
PICKED UP ANYWHERE 
734-729-7788 


DR. DANIELS AND SON 
Real Estate Loans. Cash for 
land contracts. $10,000 to | 
$500,000 - Fast funding, free 
consultation. 800-837-6166. | 
248-335-6166. | 
allan@drdanielsandson.com | 


Need 
extra help? 


Advertise 
in our classified 
help wanted section. 
Call 
734-467-1900. 
TODAY! 


DIRECTORY 
Harry J. Will 


Funeral Homes 
34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 
(734) 721-5600 


Also in Livonia 
& Redford 


Tom Lynch * Manager 
Jim Henley * Director 


UHT FUNERAL HOME 


Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 
35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 ¢ (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


ime 24 HOUR SERVICE « FAX 278-7314 i 
The Penn funeral Home 
“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 
JAMES H. PENN & SON 
3015 S. Inkster Rd. 


313-278-6300 Inkster, MI 48141 
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: BOLD PRINT 
U- Pick 
Strawberries 
Rowe's 


Produce Farm 
10570 Martz Rd., 
Ypsilanti, MI 
734 482 8538 
Call for picking 
conditions 


ATTRACTS 
MORE 


READERS! 


Call Eric at 
734-467-1900 to place your 


Business and Service 


Directory ad. 
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Plymouth upsets 
Northville, 5-2 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Anything beyond districts wasn't 
written in the stars for Northville 
this spring. 

The Mustangs’ bad luck in the 
post season and Plymouth’s 
Cinderella run in it continued 
when the Lady Wildcats beat the 
Lady Mustangs, 42, in a regional 
semifinal game at Birmingham 
Seaholm on Saturday. 

Northville soccer fell to Ann 
Arbor Huron on Thursday (see 
related story) and the baseball 
team fell to Novi in the district 
tournament a week earlier. 

Saturday’s loss was tough 
because the Lady Mustangs didn’t 
allow Plymouth a single run in the 
teams’ first three meetings this 
year. 
It came down to the Lady Cats’ 
bats being hot and Northville was 
not. 

Northville had hits but they just 
weren’t hard enough or long 
enough. The ones they did get 
were too late. 

“We just didn’t play our ‘A’ game 
today,” said Northville Coach 
Teryn Chrzanowski. “We made 
some mistakes and they capital- 
ized on them. We hit the ball hard 
and we just waited to the end to get 
some runs in. Just about everyone 
was still getting their bat on the 
ball. We were just hitting it right to 
them.” 

Northville scored both of its 
runs at the top of the seventh after 
trailing £0. 

Senior Megan Hofmeister start- 





Northville senior pitcher Allison Holmes pitched a solid game against 
Plymouth in a regional semifinal on Saturday at Birmingham Seaholm 
he Lady Mustangs fell 5-2. 


but the offense couldn't get going. 






ed things out in the seventh with a 
single. Junior Mariel Wilson was 
hit by pitch and took first, moving 
Hofmeister to second. Senior 
Jenna Dunbleton knocked 
Hofmeister in on a single. 

Wilson moved to third and 
Dumbleton to second on a pass 
ball. Senior Brittany Birdsall 
loaded the bases when she was 
walked. 

Junior catcher Sarah Rounsifer 
was intentionally walked for the 
third time, allowing Wilson to 
score, making it a 42 game with 
two outs. The rally ended when 
senior Alexandra Kaszuba popped 
out. 

After three and a half scoreless 
innings Plymouth finally got things 
going in its favor. 

Sophomore shortstop Stacey 
Klonowskigot was on with a single 
and stole second and scored the 
Wildcats’ first run against 
Northville when freshman out- 
fielder Jessica Bondy nailed a dou- 
ble. Then junior second baser Beth 
Heldmyer ripped a double to score 
Bondy and make it a 2-0 game. 

Plymouth’s offensive rally con- 
tinued in the sixth. Freshman utili- 
ty player Marissa Blassic hit the 
teams third double in two innings 
and scored on a single by junior 
catcher Erin Rhodes. Bondy made 
it a 40 contest when she knocked 
Rhodes in on a single. 

That was enough for the Lady 
Wildcats to move on to the regional 
finale against Lakeland. 

Senior hurler Meghan 


See Softball, page 12 





Plymouth junior catcher Erin Rhodes rounds second in the Lady 


Wildcats’ regional victory over Northville on Saturday. 
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Northville senior Sarah Stern (5) was double and triple teamed most of the afternoon by Ann Arbor Huron 
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defenders in the regional championship at Livonia Stevenson on Thursday. Northville lost the game, 1-0, 


in a shootout. 





Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


It wasn’t how the season was 
supposed to end for the 
Northville soccer team. 

The Lady Mustangs were the 
ones expected to hoist the region- 
al championship trophy on their 
shoulders and carry it off of 
Livonia Stevenson’s field. They 
were the ones anticipating play- 
ing in the state finals. 

Everything was going as 
planned until Thursday. 

Northville was undefeated. 


The Mustangs won the confer- © 


ence championship and added a 
district crown to the shelf. They 
just beat their nemesis Novi two 
days earlier—and everyone 
knows that whoever wins the 
Northville-Novi bout goes on to 
play for the state championship. 
That's how the machine works. 

Right? Not this time. 

This time Ann Arbor Huron 
threw a wrench in the gearbox 
and upset the No. 1 one team in 
the state when they beat 
Northville, 1-0, in the regional 
finale at neutral site Stevenson on 
Thursday. 

The game remained scoreless 
for 110 full minutes, sending the 
epic showdown to a shootout. 

Five shooters and a goalie 
from each team reluctantly took 
to the field to alternate the final 
10 shots of the game. 

- Huron went first and took a 3-2 
lead with goals by seniors Beth 
Archer, Ashley Sienko and junior 
Helen Steinhauser. Junior 
Jeanette Dolmetsch and sopho- 
more Tori Wright scored for 
Northville. 

That left Northville senior Lisa 
Kozub alone with insurmountable 
pressure on her shoulders with 
the forlorn conclusion that if she 
misses Northville goes home 
empty-handed. 

The gray sky was just a sign of 
the gloom to follow. 

Someone must have done 
something to upset the soccer 
gods that day or the Huron play- 
ers did something favorable (or 
sold their Adidas soles). As Kozub 
fired her shot—aimed for the vul- 
nerable upper right-hand corner 
of the goal—a gust of wind 
whipped around the solid con- 
crete stadium grandstands and 
lifted it high and right. 

“They had that huge emotional 
win over Novi the other day—any- 
thing after that was going to be a 
let down and they cam e out real- 
ly flat and didn’t play possession 
ball,” said Northville Coach Ron 
Meteyer. “The second half was 
much better and overtime was 
much better and we’ve been prac- 
ticing penalty kicks for three 
weeks probably. 

“IT hate to see it come to that,” 
he added about the shootout. 
“Anytime you have a team sport 








that comes down to a one-on-one 
situation is just anticlimactic. I 
say keep them going until they all 
can't get up in the morning.” 


Huron dominated the first half. 


Ann Arbor had quality chances 
with 18:21 and 17:14 left in the 
first half but it was Northville 
sophomore goalkeeper Elana 
Ryznar that kept the contest 
scoreless. She worked harder in 
the first 30 minutes of this game 
than in any other the entire sea- 
son. 
“She’s the one that kept us in 
the game,” Meteyer said of the 
young goalkeeper. “That kid 
played her heart out.” | 
Junior defenders Kelsey 
Baskins and Nicole Miller did 
outstanding jobs on defense. 
Baskins stymied several Huron 
breakaway opportunities herself. 
Northville had ample opportu- 
nities to score but couldn't find 
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Arbor Huron’s Helen Steinhauser on Thursday. 


Latly Mustang kickers 
fall to Huron in shootout 





the back of the net. Sophomore 
speed demon Lauren Lokey had 
the best opportunity in the second 
half that went off the crossbar. 
Senior Theresa Yankovich had a 
chance in the first but it went just 
wide and senior Sarah Stern had 
two quality chances in regulation 
that were uncharacteristically off 
their mark. 

“Tt should have been ours but 
sometimes you just can’t buy a 
goal for the love of the money,” 
Meteyer said. “It was a disap- 
pointment but we have another 
year and we'll have a good squad 


‘next year, too.” 


Meteyer graduates eight sen- 
iors this month but will have a 
load of talent back. Defense and 
goalkeeping will remain strong 
and players like Lokey and jun- 
iors Jill Alumbaugh and Kathleen 


See Soccer, page 12 
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(22) makes a move against Ann 
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Northville goalkeeper Elana Rysnar makes a big stop against Ann 
Arbor Huron on Thursday to keep the game scoreless. Rysnar, only a 


sophomore, is a key component for the Lady Mustangs coming back 
next year. 
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Canton hitters fall short 


in regional championship 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 





After winning their first district 
championship in 19 years and just 
beating a competitive Novi team a 
few hours earlier, the Canton Chief 
baseball team didn’t want to cap off 
its stellar season with a 12-1 loss to 
Brother Rice in the regional final. 

But that’s how the chips fell 
when Canton and BR met for the 
championship game at 
Birmingham Seaholm on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Coming into the tournament, 
Brother Rice was hailed a superior 
hitting team with mediocre pitch- 
ing 

The Warriors definitely proved 
they could hit They jumped out to 
a 2-0 lead in the first inning. 
Brother Rice put the vice on 
Canton in the second, scoring six 
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more runs to go up, 7-1. 

With bases loaded, Warrior 
sophomore Pat MacKenzie walked, 
allowing freshman Jimmy Pickens 
to score uncontested. Then a wild 
pitch sent junior Alex Charles 
scrambling home to make it a 41 
game and senior Andy Lentz 
scored on a fielder’s choice. Junior 
Steve Hodgins unleashed a triple 
to send MacKenzie home. 

That spurred a change on the 
mound. Wright was out and junior 
Dane Staples was in. 

Staples’ first pitch was a wild 
one that Hodgins scored on to bring 
the total to 7-1. 

In the fifth the Warriors scored 
three runs on a one-out double 
from Charles. That forced another 
change on the mound. Junior Zane 
Birchler came in for Canton. 
MacKenzie drilled a double to 
score Charles and Lentz scored on 


‘Said Canton 


a fly out to finish off the scoring. 

Canton’s lone run was at the bot- 
tom of the first. Senior Ben Vaughn 
moved senior Ryan Neu to third 
with a double. Then junior Dan 
Stoney ripped a single, scoring 
Neu. 

‘We just ran into a brick wall,” 
Coach Mark 
Blomshield. “Brother Rice is a 
good program. We gave them seven 
runs in the second and it was hard 
to play catch up. We hit the ball but 
didn’t get a lot of hits.” 

Canton had better at-bats 
against Novi in the early game on 
Saturday, beating the Wildcats, 54. 

The Chiefs’s offense got going in 
the second. 

Sophomore Braden Price— 
pinch runner for senior Will 
Tidwell, who was on with a single— 
scored the team’s first run when 
sophomore Cody Blakita ripped a 
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The Canton Chiefs had their best season in 19 years, winning a district championship and beating Novi in the 
regional finals on Saturday at Birmingham Seaholm. A.tough Brother Rice squad stalled their momentum, and 
beat them, 12-1, in five innings in the regional final. 


Business sales 


Collections 





Willard E. Hawley 





=. 





Business formation including incorporation and LLC formation 


Business creditor workout and restructuring 
Contract negotiation and drafting 


Complex commercial litigation 


Bankruptcy preference defense 


Automotive vendor relationships 


(f) 734.699.8093 
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Novi on Saturday for the save. He struck out three and only gave up one 


hit. 


single. Sophomore Kevin Delapaz 
knocked Blakita in with a single. 
Neu drilled a double to score fresh- 
man Seth Tschetter and Delapaz 
scored on Vaughn's single to make 
a40 game. 

Novi countered in the third with 
four runs to knot the game. 

The game came down to the 
sixth inning. With bases loaded and 
no outs Blakita hit a sacrifice fly 
that allowed junior Joel 
Schwiebert to score the winning 
run. 

Blomshield put lefty Delapaz on 
the mound and he shut the 
Wildeats down the rest of the way. 

‘We knew that they could hit the 
ball,’ Blomshield said. ‘““We went 
with our lefty and he did a great job 
of holding them down the rest of 
the game. We had to push over one 
more run and it came down to fun- 
damental baseball. We'gotthe:lead 
off guy and bunt him over to third. 


You'll fit right i1 





We had a few fluke bunt hits that 
were supposed to be sacrifice 
bunts that got by the pitcher and 
the next thing you know we had 
bases loaded and our fastest kid on 
third and that’s all we needed I 
guess.” 

Canton got hot at the end of the 
season, winning 17 of its last 20 
games under Blomshield during 
his first year at Canton. 

“It was a fun ride,” he said. “It 
was fun while it lasted and I hope 
we just have a chance to do it 
again. 

‘We were obviously excited to 
make it to the regional finals,” he 
added. “‘As a first year coach I think 
it really establishes the expecta- 
tions and sets the bar for this pro- 
gram. We had high expectations but 
now I’m setting them higher These 
kids are going to expect to come 
back and expect to compete. in_the— 
post season.” 





WE ARE LOOKING FOR TALENTED 
INDIVIDUALS TO FILL THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 


ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES 


Send your resume via; Fax, E-Mail, or U.S. Mail Along with a cover letter to: 


The Journal Newspapers 
35540 Michigan Ave. 


Wayne, MI 48184 
Fax: (734) 729-1840 or Call Susan at (734) 467-1900 ext. 227 


EXPERIENCE A PLUS...ENTHUSIASM A MUST! 


Willard E. Hawley, P.C. 


49289 Peninsular Drive 
Belleville, MI 48111 
(0) 313.719.0851 

willardhawley@live.com 
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Soccer 
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Keiffer and sophomores Kelsey 
Fiscus and Tori Wright will wrap 
up other key positions. Plus, the 
junior varsity squad only gave up 
two goals this season. 


Northville beats Novi, 2-1 

Senior Sarah Stern was on a 
mission last Tuesday when she 
faced cross-town nemesis Novi for 
the last time in her career. 

Just 43 seconds into the rainy 
contest she broke free and punched 
in a shot on a ball that junior Novi 
goalkeeper Erin Zerio misplayed. 
Stern looked just as surprised as 
she was excited with the easy and 
early goal. 

Novi didn’t go away easliy and 
tied the game on a penalty kick 
with 5:03 remaining in the first. The 
referees called junior Kathleen 


Keiffer for tripping and Novi senior 
Jenna Carosio fired the penalty 
shot past sophomore keeper Elana 
Rysnar. 

Senior Theresa Yankovich 
scored the winning goal with 13:47 
left in the second half. Yankovich, 
from Keiffer, banked her shot off 
the foot of a defender, sending 
Zerio one way and the ball the 
other into the net. 

“That’s been a long time coming, 
hasn't it?” Meteyer said of losing to 
Novi in the playoffs the last three 
years. “The weather had a factor 
today, obviously. Both of our goals 
their keeper probably would have 
played it differently if it not been a 
wet, soggy day.” 

“Tt’s so much revenge as it is vin- 
dication,” he added. 

“We know that we were good 
enough to have won also the last 
three years so now we have a 
chance to move on and see what 
the other side of the state brings to 
us.” 


Softball 


FROM PAGE 9 





Patterson earned the win from 
the circle. Senior Allison Holmes 
recorded the loss for Northville. 
“This was the third time that 
we faced this team and after beat- 
ing them pretty good twice, they 
were hungry and they came to 
play,” Chrzanowski. “They knew 
what our batters were going to do 
and it worked for them.”’ 
Plymouth beat cross-campus 
rival Salem— 
the team that 
squeaked _ by 
Northville in 
the Western 
Lakes confer- 
ence champi- 


and were ranked in the top 10 in 
the state. 

Chrzanowki was pleased with 
the efforts of her team through 
the season and the playoffs. 

“IT told them how proud I was 
of them that they didn’t give up 
and that they were making things 
happen at the end,’ she said. 

The Lady Cats put up a good 
fight in the regional final but lost 
to a superior Lakeland team, 12-5. 

After three scoreless innings 
Lakeland jumped out to a 2-0 
advantage at the top of the fourth. 

Plymouth answered in the fifth 


Eleven-year-old Romulus 
resident Colton Robbins 
(son of Todd and Deanna 
Robbins of Romulus) 
shot his first turkey last 
month on May 10, 2008 
in Eaton County. The 
gobbler weighed in at 20 
pounds with a nine-inch 
beard. 





when Beth Heldmeyer and junior 
Jill Brennan scored on freshman 
Marrissa Blassic’s two-out single. 

Then the floodgates opened. 
Lakeland scored six runs in the 
sixth for an 8-2 lead. Plymouht 
rallied two more in at the bottom 
of the frame. Sophomore Stacey 
Klonowski scored on freshman 
Jessica Bondy’s single and Bondy 
scored on Helsmeyer’s single to 
cut the lead to 84. 

At the bottom of the seventh 
Blassic drilled a triple and scored 
on a ground out by freshman 
Lauren Smith for the final score. 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 


REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 


JUNE 3, 2008 


Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor King, Clerk Payne, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Clair, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr 
and Trustee Rochowiak. Absent and excused: None. Others in attendance: Planning and 
Economic Development Director Kelley, Public Safety Director Champagne, Deputy 
Treasurer Bellingham, Accounting Coordinator Morse, Captain Brooks, Captain Laurain, 
Executive Assistant Ireland, Secretary Cline and an audience of thirty-three (33). 


onship—in dis- 
trict play to earn 
the title and 
m . . : | ) move on to the 
Ata hh 2 eu / 1 regional tourna- 





RO , ae a sy Northville APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Hart moved, Budd seconded to approve the agenda as pre- 
The Lady Wildcats rejoice after scoring two runs in the third inning to tie _ finished the reg- Sere ean 
Lakeland in the regional final. Plymouth lost the championship game, ular season with PUBLIC HEARING: None. 


12-5. a 29-4 record 


THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
Newspaper Advertisement 


Seeking Housing Rehabilitation Bids. The Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne 
County, MI will receive bids for Housing Rehabilitation through the Community 
Development Block Grant Program on parcel number V125-83-037-99-0003-000 also 
known as 44300 Robson, Van Buren Township, MI 48111. Bid forms and work specifica- 


tions are available at the Township Clerk’s Office, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren 
Township, MI 48111, from 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m., Monday — Friday. Bids will be received 
until 2:00 pm, July 3, 2008 and should be submitted to the Clerks office. The bids will be 
publicly opened at 2:15 pm July'3, 2008. The Township reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and is not required to accept the low bid, is an equal opportunity employer. If 
you have any questions please contact Development Services, Pat at (734) 699-8913 
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1954 PA 188 Proceedings 
Notice of Street Lighting Special Assessment Hearing 


Charter Township of Van Buren 
Wayne County, Michigan 


TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 


OF VAN BUREN, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that as a result of petitions by the property owners within the 
Township signed by the record owners of land whose footage constitutes more than 50 
percent of the total footage of the hereinafter described as Homestead Phases III, IV, 
and V Street Lighting Special Assessment District and the Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Van Buren proposes to purchase, construct and maintain street lights and to 
create a special assessment district for the recovery of the cost thereof by special assess- 
ment against the properties benefited therein 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the District within which the foregoing 
improvements are proposed to be constructed and within which the cost thereof is pro- 


posed to be assessed is more particularly described as follows: Homestead Phase III, IV, 
and V approximately 170 inclusive. 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township has received a preliminary street 
lighting layout plan from Detroit Edison indicating three street lights to be constructed 
with an annual operating cost of $8,951.39. This plan is on file at the Township Clerk’s 
Office and is available for examination and will further be available at the public hearing. 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a public hearing upon the proposed street light- 


ing project design and cost will be held at the Charter Township of Van Buren Municipal 
Center at 46425 Tyler Road, Belleville, Michigan, commencing at 7:30 p.m on Tuesday 
July 1, 2008. 


At such hearing, the board will consider any written objections to any of the foregoing 
matters which might be filed with said board at or prior to the time of said hearing as well 


as any revisions, corrections, amendments, or changes to said Plans, Estimates and Costs 
or to said Special Assessment District. 


All interested persons are invited to be present at the aforesaid time and place and to sub- 
mit comments concerning any of the foregoing. 


“In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations can be made 
available with advance notice. 


Township Clerk Joannie Payne 
46425 Tyler Road 

Belleville, MI 48111 

Publish: _ June 12, 2008 
June 19, 2008 





MINUTES: Jahr moved, Clair seconded to approve the Work Study Session Minutes of 


: May 19, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


Clair moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 
May 20, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE: Supervisor King recognized five individuals who recently grad- 
uated from the Washtenaw Area Mutual Aid Association Fire Academy and obtained certi- 
fications in Fire Fighter One and Fire Fighter Two: Lacy Jo Marcotte, Todd Sorrell, Louis 
Keele, Robert Greene and Christopher Wiggins. 


Wayne County Department of Environment is sponsoring a Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, June 7th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Romulus Civic Center 
located at Wayne Road in Romulus. For more information contact the Wayne County 
Department of Environment at 734.326.3936. 


The Michigan National Guard Family Program is holding a benefit motorcycle ride on 
June 8th, sponsored by the Van Buren Eagles. The eighty mile ride begins at the Ypsilanti 
National Guard Armory with registration from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and for more infor- 
mation contact 734.699.8836. 


A communication from Cathy Horste, Van Buren Township Historian announcing the 
Tuesday, June 3rd “The Purple Gang Strikes Again” interactive dinner and theatre murder 
mystery event is sold out and a second show will be held on July 8th to benefit the 
Belleville Museum sponsored by the Belleville Historical Society both shows will be held 
at the Johnny’s Grill. For more information call 734.697.3662. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 


NEW BUSINESS: Budd moved, Hart seconded to accept the 2007 Audits from Plante & 
Moran. Carried. 


Rochowiak moved, Jahr seconded to approve the permit applications by AT&T to install 
telecommunications infrastructure for PN#5873488 MES 1034-08-2578 from a point in 
the northerly portion of the Huron River Drive public right of way, near 47500 Huron 
River Drive, then immediately south to a point in the southerly Huron River Drive public 
right of way, then easterly to a point in the Huron River Drive right of way, just east of the 
intersection of Huron River Drive and Elwell Road; PN#5862467 MES 1034-08-2577 
from a point in the northerly portion of the Ecorse Road public right of way, near the rear 
property line of 7371 Sadie Lane, then westerly near the front property line of 7371 Sadie 
Lane. Carried. 


VOUCHER LIST: Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the June 3, 2008 voucher list 
as presented. Carried. 


REPORTS: None. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: The 2008 fireworks display will be held on Saturday, June 28th 
with a rain date of Sunday, June 29th at the Beck Road baseball fields at dusk. Supervisor 
King stated Tyler Road is closed between Beck and Belleville Roads noting the township 
has a meeting with Wayne County regarding traffic flow for this event and will keep the 


public informed. For further information on events contact the Recreation Department at 
734.699.8921. 


Trustee Clair stated she found a large grey cat if you believe this may be your cat contact 
her at 734.697.4229. 


AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): None. 

CLOSED SESSION: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Jahr moved, Payne seconded to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Carried. 
Respectfully submitted, | 


Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Township Clerk 


Cindy C. King 
Supervisor 


Publish: June 12, 2008 
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Area dentist scores with Detroit Ignition soccer team 


Ashley Dobos 
Staff Writer 


It’s safe to say that Delitha Taylor 
started out with a dream and ended 
up with a goal. 

Taylor, the Inkster native and 
owner of the Always Gentle Dentistry 
in Garden City, is the team dentist for 
the Detroit Ignition, a professional 
indoor soccer team that plays in 
Compuware Arena in Plymouth 
Township. 

She’s sunk her teeth into the role 


Taylor buys eight season tickets a 
year to the Detroit Ignition games. 


She said she’s a big Ignition fan, but 


with a 5-year-old son and her busi- 
ness responsibilities, she’s not always 
able to go to every game. 

‘T’m there in spirit,” she said with 
a laugh. 

When Taylor’s not able to go to the 
games, she likes giving the tickets 
away, especially to students in the 
community with an interest in soecer. 
She said she wants to help young- 
sters expand their horizons because 


nearly life long dream. She’s wanted 
to be a dentist since she was 11, and 
had to overcome plenty of obstacles 
along the way. She came from a sin- 
gle-parent home and worked through 
eight years of college before she 
graduated from the University of 
Michigan School of Dentistry in 1994. 

“For me, to 
become.a den- 
tist always start- 
ed off as an idea 
and with faith 
and hard work, 


more ideas and more faith,” said 
Taylor. 

Her favorite part of her job, 
though, doesn’t technically come 
from her title as official dentist of the 
soccer team. She said it’s because 
she can help change lives. 

“When you improve someone’s 


smile, a lot of the time it affects their 
self esteem in a positive way,’ she 
said. 

She said she hopes that extends 
into the lives of her younger patients, 
too. 

“Kids can overcome obstacles,” 
she said. “Don’t give up, keep going.” 


BLES 


she has noticed an interest in soccer 
among them. 
‘Tt’s fun and a 
way to expose 
others to the 
sport,” she said. 
Her practice 
is the result of a 


we're still small : OSU tp 


butIstillhave | wh be > ce A 


since the team put out the request 
during their inaugural year in 2006. 

“Tm not your traditional dentist. 
I’m community oriented,” she said. 
“If anyone’s interested in soccer or 
dentistry I’m the go to girl.” 

It may seem like a strange mix, 
but it works for her—and her clients. 


TUR 


Ticket Klosk & Tickets Online 
www,.GQTi.com 


734-844-FILM 
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CUALITY 
EATERS 1 Mile Woot of IKEA 


DETROIT’S BEST 


MOVIE DEAL 


ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL STADIUM SEATING 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 


BIG SCREENS 


$4. OO att seats 
EXCEPT ADULT EVE. $7.50 


/ Froe drink refills & 25¢ corn refills 
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Parents... 


Every course in school — 


.in the 


Taylor School District 


{ 
‘ 






ALL SEATS 


& THE HAPPENING (R) 12:50, 2:55, 5:00, 7:10, 
#9:35 FRIVSAT LS 11:50 

© THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG-13) 11:25, 1:55. 
4:25, 6:55, 9:25 FRI/SAT LS 11:55 
€ KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 11:00, 12:00, 1:10, 2:10, 
3:20, 4:20, 5:30, 6:30, 7:40, 9:00 FRI/SAT LS 11:15 
# SEX AND THE CITY (R) 12:30, 3:30, 6:40, 9:40 
THE STRANGERS (RA) 1:35, 3:40, 5:45, 7:50, 9:55 
FRISAT LS 12:00 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE 
) CRYSTAL SKULL (PG-13) 
B 11:30, 2:05, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55 
f IRON MAN (PG-13) 11:00, 9:50 


and every lesson in life — has 
a learning curve, a time 

| when we discover the basics 
and develop our own skills of 
inquiry, study and mastery. 

In the Taylor School 

District, we start your child 
on that learning curve at the 





SIXTH GRADE ACADEMY 


last year, we introduced an exciting new oncept to 
our district — and it's quickly become a gem in the 
community: A stand-alone school for our sixth graders. 

This technology-based facility offers an intensive 
curriculum while providing our young people a chance 
to adjust to the differences between elementary school 
and middle school. 











Delitha Taylor is the t team densi fai fe Detroit 
Ignition. 





earliest possible age — 
preschool — and then layer 
the knowledge, relationships 
and skill sets necessary for 
them to be successful. 


PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 


Our centralized Preschool Program provides the best 
possible jump start to your child's education. And if you 
follow up with All-day Kindergarten, your child will 


NOTICE 
ROMULUS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
36540 Grant Road 


Romulus, Mi 48174 In school and in life. have the best possible start on their learning curve 
; (Preschool is available to current Taylor district 
BUDGET HEARING You have a choice when it residents only. 
. Gaara en BUELL Ar comes to yourrchilds: += +2 0° }QuR' BEEMENTARY: GRADES: + 
Ws Public Hearing on its proposed budget will be held by the Board of Edubation of the. education. 


We reach out to children at an early age, using 
hands-on methods to teach science and math — and 
unique inquiry methods to teach social studies. 

This approach can be found right through to fifth 
grade. And then it’s on to the Sixth Grade Academy. 


Romulus Community School District on: Snes 
Your best choice is here. 
Monday, June 23, 2008 
at 6:15 p.m. 
in the 
Board of Education Office 
36540 Grant Road 
Romulus, MI 48174 





EXCEEDING STANDARDS 


Finally, once again, all of our elementary and middle 
schools have achieved Adequate Yearly Progress, the 
state's benchmark for student achievement, which 
means our entire district has met AYP. 

In addition, Taylor has earned NCA accreditation for 
our middle schools, at both high schools and four of 
our elementary schools. 


eo 
The alae School District | is 


now accepting applications from 


COPIES OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR 
REVIEW IN THE ROMULUS ADMINISTRATION OFFICE BETWEEN 
THE HOURS OF 8:15 A.M. AND 4:00 P.M. ON JUNE 23, 2008 


non-residents for tuition-free 
enrollment in grades K-8 for the 
fall Sl school year. 


°3 13-295-5742 


today. 


Tom Kuderik, Secretary 
Romulus Board of Education 


To register your student for All-day Kindergarten, elementary school, _ 
our Sixth Grade Academy or middle school, call: 313-295-5742 = Lah OS 


a) Top $$: 
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for Junk, er te 
or Wrecked Cars 


Publish: June 12, 2008 





Don’t buy a furnace 
or air conditioner until you os 
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20740 Ecorse Rd., Taylor, MI 48180 
Phone (313)381 -2800 - (800)361-5216 











aaa Roe 
we'll pick it up! 


ogee ie 


16007 Pardee, Taylor 
(Just North of Wm F. Sy) 


eF REE Humidifier And Digital Thermostat 
With insta lauon Of Furnace & Central Air ( Ae: 4) 
eFAMILY OWNED -29 YEARS EXPERI/ENC rad | | 


j fa rf ee - 


180 DAYS SAME AS CASH 
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Credit Problems? 
Sy 
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tHetime Heat Exchanser Giaraetge 
10 Year FREE Parts & Labor Contract 
(On Select Units) 


We ¢ can REUGE a iSUSiOn) 
and a budget plan just for you! 
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